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Burundi 


Zaire’s Mobutu Denies Dealings With Rebels 


EA2404204595 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1800 GMT 23 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] At the end of the proceedings of 
the second session of the Summit on Conflict Preven- 
tion, Management and Settlement in Africa, which was 
held in Tunis last Thursday [20 April], the president of 
the Republic, Mr. Sylvestre Ntibantunganya, had a 
lengthy meeting with Zairian President Mobutu Sese 
Seko. After the meeting, Marshal Mobutu held an inter- 
view with our colleague, Jean Mvuyekure. 


In response to a question about the fact that some 
Burundi politicians, including Leonard Nyangoma 
[extremist leader of armed Hutu rebels], are carrying out 
activities harmful to Burundi from eastern Zaire, Presi- 
dent Mobutu indicated that he knew nothing about any 
of these small-time rebels. Listen to the Zairian president 
in an interview with Jean Mvuyekure. 


[Begin recording] [Mobutu] All along, whenever there 
have been problems, conflicts on the Burundi side, Zaire 
has always opened its arms to welcome its brothers and 
sisters from Burundi. It is taking advantage of the 
situation to say that [words indistinct] terrorists, Zaire is 
the initiator—I think that my [words indistinct] here in 
Tunis, for me to recall all that Zaire has done to reinforce 
its good relations with Burundi on the one hand, and 
with Rwanda on the other. But I think that, as the saying 
goes, do the right thing and ignore what others say. [word 
indistinct] on the rebel you are talking about. Do I know 
him? Have I already seen him? Since his [word indis- 
tinct}? 


{Mvuyekure] Mr. President, the Great Lakes Region 
{Burundi, Rwanda, and Zaire] is currently experiencing 
the smuggling of arms which is seriously jeopardizing its 
stability. What can Zaire do to put an end to this 
movement of arms among the population of the Great 
Lakes countries? 


[Mobutu] Be more specific. You are talking about a 
movement of arms in the countries of the Great Lakes. 
Can you mention the countries you are talking about? 


[Mvuyekure] I mean Rwanda, Zaire, Burundi and even 
Uganda. where there are plenty of weapons. And we see 
weapons being infiltrated into each of these countries. 


[Mobutu] Well, dear younger brother, you are aware that 
Belgians, Americans, and the French [words indistinct] 
the troika. The latter has imposed among other measures 
against Zaire—an arms embargo. Arms can no longer 
enter Zaire. We can no longer import arms. With all this, 
the weapons and military equipment of the Zairian 
Army are made in Belgium and the United States. They 
no longer want to sell them to us. We have an army of 
100,000 troops. And for all the 100,000 troops, ammu- 
nition, armament and equipment, all is U.S. and Belgian 
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made. Where do you want us to go for arms with such an 
embargo? And when they do this, when they decide, it is 
not the three alone, they also talk to others. Others have 
to follow their example. This is the situation we are in, 
on this particular issue. 


{[Mvuyekure] Paradoxically, Mr. President, the French 
minister for co-operation [Bernard Debre] indeed talked 
about the smuggling of arms into Burundi and Rwand1. 


{[Mobutu] Certainly not from Zaire. I think Minister 
Debre knew what he was talking about. He has represen- 
tatives in Burundi and in Rwanda, and maybe also in 
Uganda. [words indistinct] arms are maybe from the 
three neighboring and brotherly countries, certainly not 
from Zaire. 


Well, Zaire under my leadership is not here to interfere 
in neighboring countries’ internal affairs. In Africa, 
when one is a dean, that is the first born, being first born 
means having wisdom. The first born is not there to fight 
infernos on all sides. But this might prejudice him. This 
is not my kind of clever little game. 


I always endeavor to make sure there is harmony in our 
friendly and brotherly relations, so that there is soli- 
darity in our relations. And I think that my counterpart 
[president of Burundi] [words indistinct] has told the 
Zairian reporters who interviewed him that what I have 
just proposed to the Rwandan brothers first, since there 
was a delegation from Rwanda led by the minister of 
foreign affairs which I received, is in this same spirit. 


And in the letter I addressed to Rwandan President 
Bizimungu, I talked about the framework I deem wholly 
ideal. So I am relaunching the CEPGL [Economic Com- 
munity of Great Lakes Countries] and I think this will 
enable us to [words indistinct] as has always been the 
case. I have just proposed the same thing to my brother 
and a think he sees things the same way as I do. 


[Mvuyekure] In the same line of thinking, there is a 
Burundi proposal for the holding of a regional confer- 
ence on refugees when [words indistinct]. 


[Mobutu] I cannot refuse. We were recently in Nairobi. 
And you are aware that among other things the problem 
of refugees was on the agenda. 


{[Mvuyekure] [word indistinct] the refugee conference at 
a regional level first, and then at world level? 


{[Mobutu] At the world level because the presence of 
displaced people and refugees is well above our means 
and possibilities. Well over 2 million refugees are in 
Zaire. Ecology in Zaire no longer exists, schools no 
longer operate, or go away. Farms and coffee plantations 
have been destroyed. All this hampers the national 
economy and the country’s social life. So this is beyond 
our potential. We have to see far ahead. The interna- 
tional community must take up the issue and bring about 
solutions to the disaster we are experiencing. [end 
recording} 
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Diplomat on Zairian Death Toll; Parallel Army 


AB2104222995 Paris AFP in French 1034 GMT 21 Apr 
95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Kinshasa, 21 Apr (AFP)— 
Reports of the interethnic clashes that took place in 
Bujumbura in March say “‘between 150 and 200 persons 
were killed,” and that “‘the victims were not only Zairi- 
ans,” Bernard Mushibuka, the Burundian charge d’af- 
faires in Kinshasa has said. Mr. Mushibuka asserted to 
the media today that “there has never been any hunt for 
Zairians,” stressing that the Zairian minister of foreign 
affairs was able to “discover this fact during his recent 
stay in the Burundian capital where he visited some 
districts where his countrymen live.” On 27 March,the 
Zairian Government announced that 200 Zairian 
nationals were killed during violent clashes in Bujum- 
bura, and later lodged a strong protest with the Burun- 
dian Government. 


The Burundian diplomat also asserted that relations 
between his country and Zaire “are relatively good.” He 
announced the visit of Burundian Prime Minister 
Antoine Nduwayo to Zaire in the second half of May. 


For his part, Jean Simbarakiye, the opposition National 
Council for the Defense of Democracy representative in 
Zaire, and a Hutu extremist, disclosed during an 
unscheduled interview with the media that his move- 
ment has assumed its responsibilities by creating a 
parallel army “because the Burundian people have no 
other choice.” He described his country’s army as a 
“militia groun,” because, he said, it is made up of only 
one ethnic gioup, the Tutsi ethnic group. 


‘Criminals’ Attack Chinese Textile Complex 


EA2404161795 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 0400 GMT 24 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] As the pacification campaign 
continues, criminals bent on stealing and looting con- 
tinue their mayhem. Last night, the criminal bandits 
attacked the Chinese textile complex, Cotebu, kriling a 
soldier and wounding three Chinese development coop- 
eration workers, who have been working for a long time 
in Our country. [passage omitted] 


Equatorial Guinea 


Demonstrators Give Spanish Envoy ‘Manifesto’ 


AB2104195295 Malabo Radio Nacional de Guinea 
Ecuatorial Network in Spanish 0600 GMT 21 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Equatorial Guinea is not a 
Spanish province or Spain’s associate state. Conse- 
quently, Spain must cease its political interference in the 
internal affairs of Equatorial Guinea. This sentence 
sums up the contents of the message proclaimed loudly 
and clearly in public by several thousand Equatorial 
Guineans of all social strata and political leanings in the 
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course of the protest demonstration that took place 
before the Spanish Embassy in Malabo, and its consulate 
in Bata on 19 April. 


At both diplomatic representations, those leading the 
demonstrations formally handed over a Democratic 
Party of Equatorial Guinea [PDGE] manifesto con- 
demning once more the recent Spanish interference in 
the internal affairs of the sovereign and independent 
state of Equatorial Guinea. 


In Malabo, the nation’s capital, in the presence of the 
ambassador of the Kingdom of Spain, (Kouami Chans 
Ofumu), the ruling party’s political administrative sec- 
retary read the entire text of the aforementioned mani- 
festo in the following terms: 


[Begin (Ofumu) recording] The PDGE, the nation’s 
largest political force, is organizing this peaceful demon- 
stration to notify His Excellency the ambassador of the 
following: 


The PDGE manifesto: We, PDGE activists and parti- 
sans, deeply concerned by the systematic campaign of 
disinformation, intoxication, and defamation against 
President Nguema Mbasogo, head of state, and founding 
chairman of the PDGE, the government, and the legally 
constituted state institutions of Equatorial Guinea by the 
Spanish media, functionaries, and Spanish personalities; 


Considering that such a campaign constitutes manifest 
interference in the internal affairs of Equatorial Guinea 
by the Spanish Government, and certain political groups 
with unconfessed interests in Equatorial Guinea, which 
besides causing the economic blockade of the country, 
and withdrawing cooperation programs as a way of 
punishment, and imposing political sanctions because a 
certain democratic model cannot be adapted to Equato- 
rial Guinea’s social, economic, and cultural realities, 
have recently directed such a campaign of destabiliza- 
tion and undemocratic actions against the country’s 
political leadership. They have used this campaign as a 
pretext to recruit mercenaries and former Equatorial 
Guinean soldiers resident in Spain. This action is being 
carried out on the Canary Islands, Madrid, Barcelona, 
Bilbao, and so on; 


Considering that such Spanish political groups, with the 
pretext of defending human rights, and promoting the 
ongoing democratic process, are treating Equatorial 
Guinea’s affairs as though it were a Spanish colony, 
forgetting that our country attained its sovereignty on 12 
October 1968, making it totally free and independent to 
decide the solutions to its problems; 


Considering that the self-determination of people to 
decide their own future is in line with the principles 
enshrined in the UN Charter and accepted by all nations, 
and that the United Nations is an organization to which 
Spain belongs, but whose principles it deliberately 
ignores in its relations with Equatorial Guinea; 
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Considering the sufferings which the imposition of 
Western democracies has inflicted on African countries 
as a result of a lack of social and cultural structures, 
{words indistinct] having negative effects in practice, 
whose nefarious results affect only Africans while the 
very westerners [words indistinct]; 


We, consequently, invite the Spanish Government, 
public institutions, political parties, and the Spanish 
people in generz. to respect in all circumstances the 


independence and sovereignty of the people of Equato- , 


rial Guinea, who on 12 October 1968 chose their own 
destiny, irrespective of the pressures and external influ- 
ences that constantly undermine our national sover- 
eignty. 

We strongly condemn the partisan posture currently 
adopted by the Spanish Government, and certain polit- 
ical groups in regard to Equatorial Guinea’s democrati- 
zation process. Meanwhile, we invite them to adopt an 
impartial and transparent attitude toward all the coun- 
try’s political forces. 


We strongly condemn the campaign of disinformation 
and defamation orchestrated by the Spanish media 
against the president of the Republic, the head of state, 
and the founding father of the PDGE, the government, 
political parties, and state institutions intended to sow 
confusion, disorder, hate, fratricidal conflict, and 
anarchy, with a view to destabilizing and disintegrating 
the Republic of Equatorial Guinea. 


We consider this issue concerning Equatorial Guinea’s 
political parties, which far from looking for solutions to 
the country’s problems in the perspective of national 
reconciliation, are resorting to foreigners to destabilize 
the country, forgetting that if this happens, we the people 
of Equatorial Guinea will be the victims, as is currently 
the case in the fraternal countries of Rwanda, Burundi, 
Angola, Somalia, Liberia, and so on. 


We call on the international community, through the 
diplomatic representatives of friendly countries and 
heads of missions of international organizations in 
Equatorial Guinea, to take good note of the unforesee- 
able and catastrophic consequences that such a situation 
could create as it would help to materialize Spain’s 
unconfessed designs, which we denounce and condemn 
in this manifesto. 


Done in Malabo, capital of the Republic of Equatorial 
Guinea, on 19 April 1995. 


Democracy, Development, and Well-being. 
[Signed] Activists and supporters of the PDGE. 


Mr. Ambassador, we are asking you to convey this 
political manifesto to your honorable government. [end 
recording] 


Opposition Leader Moto Jailed, Party Dissolved 


AB2104195095 Malabo Radio Nacional de Guinea 
Ecuatorial Network in Spanish 0600 GMT 21 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Let us recall that the Council of 
War in its 19 April inaugural session examined among 
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others Case No. 1/95 concerning Severo Moto Nsa, the 
Progress Party of Equatorial Guinea [PPGE] leader, 
Lieutenant Colonel (Pedro Essono Macias), and (Pedro 
Masa Mba), another Army officer. The last two were 
sentenced to death while Moto Severo was sentenced to 
a 30-year prison term, and the dissolution of the PPGE. 


Rwanda 


President Visits Gikongoro, Says Only 300 Killed 


EA2404200095 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 1115 
GMT 24 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The repatriation of the dis- 
placed people from the Gikongoro camp is in its final 
phase. Exaggerated reports on the loss of life yesterday 
persuaded the head of state, His Excellency Pasteur 
Bizimungu, to visit the camp. UNAMIR [UN Assistance 
Mission in Rwanda] admitted to the head of state of 
having exaggerated the death toll, which is estimated at 
about 300 people. Most of the victims were killed in 
crossfire between the security forces on one side and the 
criminals on the other. After his visit to the site, the head 
of state gave his views: 


[Begin recording] [Bizimungu] [passage omitted] On 
arrival here I found the camp empty apart from several 
hundred hardcore people. They are armed and in the 
building in front of us. We found an empty camp and 
started counting the dead. I regret the death of the 
people, especially the children who became victims of 
the stampede when the militias started to attack our 
soldiers. You saw that we have recovered the arms they 
were using. There weie G3 rifles, M14 [7.62mm auto- 
matic rifles], M-4 [mortars], FAL [7.62 mm light auto- 
matic Fabrique National rifles] and grenades. The place 
was not just a refugee camp; it was a military barracks. 
These people had started to cause intermittent problems. 
Contrary to what has been said, after verifying, there 
have not been thousands of dead, but 300 at the most. 
This takes into account the number of [dead] people we 
counted here and the number of graves we visited. 


[Unidentified correspondent] You counted the dead, but 
there are those who have already been buried. A 
UNAMIR captain affirmed to you that he had personally 
counted 1,500 dead. 


[Bizimungu] First of all, that figure was refuted by his 
colleagues who did the counting and put the number at 
300 people. Again, we challenged the captain to unearth 
the dead so that we: could count them. He did not want 
that to be done. He agreed that he had made a mistake 
and that the number of dead people was 300. 


[Correspondent] There was a BBC colleague, who also 
talked of.... 


[Bizimungu, interrupting] Yes, there was Mr. Bamford, 
who said on the BBC that the number of dead was about 
1,000 to 2,000, I think. Then, today, when we met him 
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after touring the whole camp, he admitted that the figure 
was several hundred dead. [passage omitted] [end 
recording] 


The Kibeho camp no longer has anybody in it except at 
the satellite camp of Kamana. As our special correspon- 
dent, Louise Kayibanda, said, a group of militia took 
refuge in a big building near the UNAMIR, refusing to 
surrender until the UNAMIR commander, General 
(Gitusinya), threatened to leave them to their own 
devices. Some of the militiamen, knowing they were 
guilty of genocide, had taken refuge at the UNAMIR. 
While returning, a convoy of soldiers was ambushed by 
criminals. The fighting lasted a few minutes and a 
Rwandan soldier was killed. 


UN Representative on Displaced Persons, RPA 


AB2404202795 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 24 Apr 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Rwanda Patriotic Army 
[RPA] is coming in for widespread international criti- 
cism of the massacre at Kibeho on Saturday [22 April]. 
The RPF [Rwandan Patriotic Front] government’s 
objective was to close down the camp at Kibeho which 
was home to about 100,000 displaced Rwandans and 
most of them have now fled to the nearby town of Butare 
for safety. From there, the United Nations is hoping to 
resettle them in communes, but the RPF claims that its 
forces only opened fire after being attacked and now, 
some of the displaced people still in the camp are 
refusing to obey the army’s order to order to leave. On 
the line to Kigali, Josephine Hazely asked the UN special 
representative in Rwanda, Sharyar Khan, what informa- 
tion he had about the stand of Kibeho. 


[Begin recording] [Khan] About 1,000 people—maybe 
more, we don’t know the actual number—have gone into 
a small building which was the medical center and they 
have refused to go out of there. Despite attempts by the 
RPA and by UNAMIR [UN Assistance Mission in 
Rwanda] to persuade them, they are saying that they will 
not leave that place... 


{Hazely, interrupting] But can you blame them? But can 
you blame them after what has happened to them in the 
last two, three days? 


[Khan] Well, I think the problem is such that if they stay 
there, it may be even worse and I think that some people 
in there are armed and I believe that even some of them 
are trying to dissuade those who want to come out from 
doing so through intimidation. We have a situation 
where our military observers there have assured them 
that when they come out they will be treated in a manner 
which is transparent; so, it is much better to come out in 
front of all of us and to ensure that you get a normal 
process of justice rather than to sit it out, to shoot it out 
with almost certain death and violence. One thing I did 
to today was when we made suggestions to the president, 
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I requested to him that no precipitated action should be 
taken against these people and that we should continue 
to urge and persuade them to find a peaceful way out of 
this little feat we have there, and the president very 
kindly agreed that no precipitated action would be taken 
and I therefore hope that we can still resolve this 
peacefully. 


{Hazely, laughing] You hope, you are not sure. 


[Khan] Oh, he has given an assurance and I am sure that 
that assurance will be maintained. 


{[Hazely}] Okay, let’s talk about what is happening in 
Butare then. What is the situation there today as far as 
you can tell? 


[Khan] Well, we have heard that in Butare, in the 
stadium, they have fairly successfully got the IDP’s 
[internally displaced persons] who have gathered there to 
gradually return to their communes and they were 
divided up into communes and vehicles were put at their 
disposal. Some humanitarian aid was allowed to them, 
but I am a little concerned that medical attention is not 
being allowed. We are trying to solve that, but I think 
that the people who are gathered in Butare will, by 
tomorrow, in the main, be able to go back and leave the 
stadium. 


{[Hazely] But, are you certain that these people are 
leaving willingly? 


[Khan] It appears that they are willingly leaving the 
place. They are a little apprehensive to leave, because 
they have heard that when they get to the communes, 
some of them have not been well treated and some of 
them have even had very harsh treatment. Bui, by and 
large, what we are trying to do is to send human rights 
monitors to these communes toward which they are 
heading and we are sending our military observers to try 
and bring tranquility and calm for these unfortunate 
people to go back to their communes. 


{[Hazely} You say human rights monitors will be going 
there and your observers, monitors ... 


{Khan, interrupting] Military observers, yes. 


[Hazely, continuing] ... will also be going to these various 
communes, but do you have enough to ensure that these 
people are not ill-treated or even murdered, perhaps, 
when they get back? 


{Khan} No, one cannot ensure anything in a climate of 
relative tension, but I can tell you that most of these 
people—that is 70 percent of the people in the camp— 
would be heading for four communes and the remaining 
30 to another seven communes. So, we are really talking 
of 11 communes which are fairly close to Butare and we 
are quite confident that we can withdraw some of our 
MILOB’s [military observers] from other sectors and I 
have also spoken to the head of the human rights 
organization here and he is aiso withdrawing people 
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from other sectors temporarily to provide additional 
assurance to people going back to these 1! communes. 
{end recording] 


Yet another Rwandan political group has joined in the 
condemnation of the RPF in the wake of the Kibeho 
massacre. The Rwandan National Liberation Movement 
was Originally set up to fight against the ousted Habya- 
rimana government, but today, one of the movement's 
spokesmen in Sweden, John Karoranga, called us up to 
complain about the RPF. On the line, Mary Harper 
asked him what he was unhappy about: 


[Begin recording] [Karoranga] We have concern that the 
RPF government has continued to terrorize our people 
and we believe that the RPF government cannot rule 
Rwanda if they don’t have the feelings or sentiments of 
the Rwandan people. What I want to tell you is that what 
is going on inside Rwanda now is a cultural revolution, 
you understand? What I mean by cultural revolution is 
that you have to kill, you understand, in order to impose 
your desire to the people. 


[Harper] So, would you prefer to have the old govern- 
ment back? 


{[Karoranga] No, I do not prefer to have the old govern- 
ment back, because the Rwandan National Liberation 
Movement was established in 1986 in Kampala, 
Uganda. Our aim was to fight for the total liberation of 
our country, but unfortunately, our country was not 
liberated. 


{Harper] What is the new government in Rwanda doing 
that is so objectionable in your opinion? 


[Karoranga] You see, the new government is Rwanda, 
because it wants to exert its power on Rwandan people, 
so now, they are trying to use the rule of [the] gun to 
impose themselves on the Rwandan people. So, what we 
believe is that the only peace in Rwanda can be brought 
by all Rwandan people through a roundtable conference. 
But before a roundtable conference, there should be 
disarmament of both sides—both Hutus and the Tutsis. 


[Harper] Does your movement have any support within 
Rwanda itself, or is it purely an exiled organization? 


{Karoranga] It is not purely an exiled organization. Our 
movement does have the support of all Rwandan peo- 
ple—both inside Rwanda and outside Rwanda, but the 
difference with us: We do not want violence, we hate 
violence, we believe that violence leads to violence. 
What we need is negotiation. [end recording] 


Refugees Reportedly Stoned Returning Home 


AB2404131295 Paris AFP in English 1255 GMT 24 Apr 
95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nairobi, April 24 (AFP)}— 
Rwandan civilians were Monday [24 April] stoning 
Hutus returning to their home villages from camps in the 
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southwest following a massacre of at least 2,000 of them 
at one camp, relief agencies reported in Nairobi. 


The regional offices of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) and the UN World Food Pro- 
gramme (WFP) both said their workers in the field 
reported stones and sticks being thrown at the Hutus. 


The Army is closing down nine camps in the area which 
had housed some 250,000 Hutus since the end of last 
year’s civil war, won by a Tutsi rebel army. 


At the largest camp in Kibeho, where the United Nations 
says at least 2,000 refugees were massacred at the 
weekend by government troops, some 600 hard-line 
Hutus remained Monday, UNHCR spokesman Ray 
Wilkinson said. 


Some were reported to be armed, and the Tutsi- 
dominated Army initially set an ultimatum of 6:00 p.m. 
(1600 GMT) Sunday for them to leave. No shooting was 
reported at the camp Monday, however. 


On Saturday, the troops fired mortar shells and rocket- 
propelled grenades into the massed refugees at Kibeho 
and shot them down with machine-gun and rifle fire, 
witnesses reported. 


UN officials initially reported that 5,000 people had died 
but later revised the death toll. 


The UN Assistance Mission in Rwanda said the shooting 
followed attempts by the refugees to break through an 
Army encirclement after they had been evicted from 
their huts and forced to live on an unprotected hilltop 
with minimal food and water and no latrines for five 
days. Wilkinson said however that “nervous” soldiers 
started shooting as the refugees stampeded toward 
shelter when torrential rain started falling. 


Many were trampled to death as the soldiers fired. 


Relief officials were expecting many of the Hutus to try 
to cross into neighbouring countries, but both Wilkinson 
and WFP spokeswoman Brenda Barton said they had 
not received any reports Monday that this was hap- 
pening. 


Some 55,000 to 60,000 Hutus were at the southwestern 
town of Butare en route for their home villages, and the 
road from the Kibeho camp to Butare was still a mass of 
refugees, they said. 


UN and relief agency Doctors Without Borders were 
meanwhile continuing to treat the wounded, whose 
number was also brought down—from between 1,500 
and 2,000 to “more than 600.” 


Army Threatens to Bomb Kibeho Camp 
LD2404195395 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1830 GMT 24 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The camp at Kibeho is now 
nearly empty. But it is hard to find out what exactly is 
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going on there, as the Rwandan Government soldiers 
who control the roadblocks around the camp are turning 
away humanitarian workers. A team from Medecins 
Sans Frontieres [MSF] who were going to the camp 
hospital this morning had to turn back when soldiers 
threatened to bomb the hospital. UN peacekeepers are 
the only ones allowed to stay in the camp in order to help 
evacuate the wounded. In fact, there are only about 
1,000 people left in Kibeho, and the army is hoping to 
force them out. 


We return to the account provided by Catherine Quillet, 
MSF coordinator in Gikongoro: 


[Begin Quillet recording] We know, from highly reliable 
sources, that there are still women and children in one of 
the buildings in Kibeho that the UN Assistance Mission 
in Rwanda [UNAMIR] has partly evacuated. We know 
that there is an ultimatum—which is regularly prolonged 
from one hour to the next—by the Rwandan Patriotic 
Army [APR], who say they are going to bomb the 
building. We are trying to warn everyone tha: women 
and children are still in that building. [end recording} 


Our latest information is that the army has given the 
displaced people until this evening at the latest to leave 
Kibeho. The UN peacekeepers have managed to per- 
suade the Rwandan soldiers to move back and allow 
them—the UN troops—to evacuate the last of the 
camp’s occupants. But it is out of the question for the 
Rwandan army to rescind its decision to close the camps, 
come what may, even if it has to use force to expel those 
who refuse to leave. 
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Diplomat Expelled by Kenyan Government 
AB2204145295 Paris AFP in French 1307 GMT 22 Apr 
95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Nairobi, 22 Apr (AFP)—Jackson 
Nziza, the Rwandan charge d'affaires to Kenya, who left 
Nairobi yesterday morning, today confirmed that the 
Kenyan Government had asked him to leave without 
explanation. 


Speaking in a telephone interview following his return to 
Kigali, Mr. Nziza told AFP that he had been summoned 
on 19 April by the Kenyan authorities who gave him 48 
hours to leave the country. He asserted that he was given 
no reason for his expulsion. Yesterday, the Kenyan 
Foreign Ministry refused to elaborate on or confirm the 
issue. According to an informed source, the Kenyan 
e authorities had considered the activities of Mr. Nziza 
incompatible with his activities as a charge d'affaires. 


“I have reported the case to my minister and it will now 
be settled between the two governments,” Mr. Nziza 
added. His expulsion, it is said in Rwandan circles, is no 
doubt connected with the presence in Nairobi of former 
Rwandan dignitaries accused by the Kigali Government 
of being implicated in last year’s massacres which left, at 
least, 500,000 people dead, mostly Tutsis—victims of 
ethnic genocide— and their Hutu opponents. 


The charge d'affaires reportedly established a list of 
persons who openly carry out activities considered unac- 
ceptable by Kigali. Mr. Nziza, for his part, asserted that 
he only acted “in the interest of the Rwandan nation.” 
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Ethiopia 


Debt Rescheduling Agreement Signed With Italy 


EA2004190795 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia 
International Service in English 1630 GMT 20 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] An agreement on rescheduling 
a debt of about $101 million, and reduction of interest 
rates was signed today between the Governments of 
Ethiopia and Italy. According to the agreement the 
relative amount will be transferred by the Government 
of Ethiopia to the appropriate Italian institution, in 
accordance to a 20-year amortization scheme starting 
from next month for commercial and financial debt, and 
28 years for governmental loans, at interest rates varying 
from 0.1 to 3.96 percent. The previous interest rate was 
about 7 percent. 


Mr. Alemayehu Daba, minister of finance, said on the 
occasion that the accord was finalized on the basis of the 
multilaterally agreed minute on debt relief signed in 
Paris in December 1992 by member countries of the 
Paris Club. The agreement, the minister pointed out, is 
the latest agreement with the member states of the Paris 
Club meeting, and paves the way for Italian investors to 
come and invest in Ethiopia. 


Kenya 


Reporter Views Rwandan Exiles’ Activities 


AB2404174095 London BBC World Service in English 
1505 GMT 24 Apr 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Relations between the 
Rwandan and the Kenyan Governments have suffered 
something of a setback in recent days. President Moi 
says that the RPF [Rwandan Patriotic Front] ambas- 
sador in Nairobi, who was expelled from Kenya last 
week, will not be allowed back until the killing in 
Rwanda stops. His expulsion contrasts sharply with the 
Kenyan authorities treatment of exiled members of the 
Hutu-led government of Juvenal Habyarimana, which 
was overthrown by the RPF last July. Chris Magreal of 
the London GUARDIAN newspaper has been investi- 
gating, and on the line, Robin White asked him who were 
the most prominent Rwandan exiles living in Kenya. 


[Begin recording] [Magreal] Well, among them is the 
widow of Habyarimana, who was killed a little over one 
year ago. There is the founder of Radio Mille Collines, 
which was the radio station which exhorted Hutus to get 
on with the killings. Jean Kambanda, the prime minister 
of that government, travels to Nairobi back and forth 
from Zaire, as does Augustin Bizimungu, the former 
military chief. 


[White] And are they operating openly in Nairobi? 
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[Magreal} Yes, they live quite openly. Mrs. Habyarimana 
and Mr. (Kabumba) and Casimir Bizimungu [name as 
heard] all live in the same apartment block in Nairobi— 
Jemina Courts. They pay something over a 1,000 pounds 
a month each for their flats. They travel back and forth. 
They leave Kenya and Nairobi iiself to go to Mombasa 
quite a lot, it seems. Mrs. Habyarimana also has a house 
down there. 


[White] Are they politically active? 


[Magreal] Yes. They maintain contact with the military 
leaders in Zaire who are organizing militarily inside the 
camps, especially down near Bukavu and (Novera). They 
coninue to publish a newspaper, KANGURA, which is 
very extremist and was at the forefront of encouraging 
the genocide, and they have good financial assistance 
through some of their number who are able to maintain 
their existing and regular businesses which help fund 
them. 


[White] You mention this newspaper KANGURA. What 
is it actually saying now? 


[Magreal] It continues the same kind of theme that it 
maintained before the genocide began, which is full of 
euphemisms. It is largely in Kinyarwanda, although 
some of it does appear in French, but it is along the lines 
of the need for Hutus to establish themselves as in 
control of the country, the need to combat the RPF, but 
it phrases things in such a way that when you talk about 
the RPF, it sounds as though, deliberately so, that it is 
talking about all Tutsis. It talks about resistance, and it 
talks about work, which was always a euphemism for 
killing in Rwanda. 


[White] You talk about them having money. Where 
exactly are they getting their money from now? 


[Magreal] Well, there are various means. They were 
obviously left with a certain amount of money, although 
some of the money that was taken from the Central Bank 
was confiscated by the Zairians. Apparently, quite a lot 
of it also made its way to Nairobi. 


[White] Now, why is the Kenyan Government turning a 
blind eye or even perhaps supporting them? 


[Magreal] It is a question that the new Rwandan Gov- 
ernment has been asking itself for a while. It is quite 
evident that the Kenyan....[pauses] President Moi’s 
administration is very hostile to the new regime in 
Rwanda. [end recording] 


Uganda 
Museveni Condemns Rebel Attack in Gulu 
District 
EA2404212495 Kampala Radio Uganda Network in 
English 1400 GMT 24 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Yoweri Museveni has 
condemned the senseless massacre of about 100 people 
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in Kilak County in Gulu District last week and called on 
all Ugandans to rally ‘ogether to expose any forces of 
insecurity. 


In a messagt ui condolence to the families of the people 
who tragically lost their lives in the senseless massacre 
three days ago, the president said that the attack and the 
subsequent murder of innocent people by rebels of the 
Lord’s Resistance Arnay is a sign that we still have 
elements among our people who are bent on disrupting 
the peace and progress most Ugandans have worked so 
hard to atiain. He appealed to all the people of Uganda 
not to condone in any way any act of insecurity, however 
small, since such acts (?invariably) grow and cause 
untold suffering to innocent people. 


The president informed the families of those who lost 
their lives that the government will do everything pos- 
sible to assist them following this terrible tragedy. He 
extended to them his personal condolences and those of 
the government and the entire people of Uganda. 


Police Find Arms in Sudanese Military Envoy’s 
Home 


EA2404212295 Kampala Radio Uganda Network in 
English 1700 GMT 24 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The police today carried out a 
search of the residence of the Sudanese military attache 
in Kampala, where numbers of unauthorized arms and 
ammunition have been found. The search, carried out in 
the presence of the Sudanese ambassador, the dean of the 
diplomatic corps, the Libyan ambassador to Le?7Ja, 
and the chief of protocol in the Ugandan Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, follows the waiver of the diplomatic 
immunity on the residence of the Sudanese ambassador 
yesterday. The search follows allegations that there were 
unauthorized arms and ammunition at the military 
attache’s residence on plot 29, Nakasero Road. 


A statement issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
this evening says that during the search two MP-5 [9mm 
Heckler and Koch] sub-machineguns, one shotgun, three 
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pistols, 1,338 loose live ammunition for MP-5S sub- 
machine-guns, 19 rounds of ammunition for AK-47 
guns, one live round of self-loading rifle, SLR, one live 
round for (7KO) 42 rifles, two empty magazines for 
(7MP-5) sub- machinegun rifles, 76 rounds of live 
ammunition for pistols, [words indistinct], four high 
frequency military field radios, one high frequency trans- 
mission communication set, and four Uganda and Sudan 
topographical maps were found in the Sudanese military 
attache’s residence. 


The statement said that in the absence of any reasonable 
explanation to justify the presence of such an assortment 
of military equipment, it was found necessary to attach 
them [as heard] as evidence of Sudan’s continued 
involvement in destabilizing the internal security of this 
country under diplomatic cover. Investigations, it con- 
cluded, are, however, continuing. 


Museveni Accepts Int ‘tation for Presidential Bid 


EA2204142395 Kampala Radio Uganda Network in 
English 0700 GMT 22 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] President Yoweri Museveni 
has said that the marginalization of women in society is 
a big shame which must be fought and defeated. The 
president was addressing members of the CA [Constit- 
uent Assembly] women caucuses when they called on 
him at his home in (Rakitura), Mbarara District, at 
which occasion he off‘cially opened a training seminar 
organized by the cauc sses on women’s effectiveness. The 
seminar is being att:nded by CA women and women 
who want to serve in Parliament. [passage omitted] 


President Museveni accepted an invitation from the 
caucuses to be their presidential candidate in the forth- 
coming presidential elections. The invitation had earlier 
been put to him in the caucus women’s memoranda. Mr. 
Museveni explained that he was accepting their invita- 
tion to attend in the forthcoming elections because there 
were some important tasks still to be done and the next 
five years can be used to accomplish these. He however 
made it clear that he would not present himself for any 
additional term after that. [passage omiitted)} 
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Paper Rates Cabinet's First Year Performance 


MB2104191195 Johannesburg WEEKLY MAIL & 
GUARDIAN in English 21-27 Apr 95 pp 8-10 


[Article by Gaye Davis, Anton Harber, Eddie Koch, 
Barbara Ludman, Justin Pearce, and Reg Rumney] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] After a year in office, South 
Africa's political leaders are talking defensively. Min- 
ister Jay Naidoo speaks, in the language of South Africa's 
new bureaucrats, 2bout the lack of capacity, the need for 
rigorous business plans, the demands of fiscal discipline, 
the absence of effective local government, and other 
factors that have slowed down implementation of the 
Reconstruction and Development Programme [RDP]. 


Gauteng Premier Tokyo Sexwale said last week that you 
cannot turn around 490 years of history in one year. 


Housing Minister Sankie Nkondo will tell you about all 
the preparation she needs to make before starting to 
build houses. And Health Minister Dr Nkosazana Zuma 
will tell you about the difficult issues that have to be 
solved before one can tackle health reform. 


They are being defensive because if you measure the 
success of the Government of National Unity [GNU] in 
strictly numerical terms—the number of houses built, 
the number of people who have access to free health care 
or potable water—then it scores disturbingly low. Apart 
from a few shcwy (and important) presidential protects, 
such as the provision of a daily peanut butter sandwich 
to school kids and free health care for infants, all the key 
ministries such as housing, health and education will tell 
you that they are still at the stage of policy formulation 
and structural planning, prior to actual implementation 
of the RDP. Of course they are. There was never any 
chance that within a year a whole team of new ministers 
would come to grips with their new tasks, change their 
departments, develop the policy positions they need to 
start with and actually start implementing radically new 


programmes. 


But you don’t win elections by saying that in the first 
year you will write white papers, hire consultants and 
open matters to public debate. You do it by promising to 
provide houses, health care and schools. Judged against 
these pre-election promises, the GNU fails miserably. 
And that’s why it has opened itself up to the crude 
populist criticism of slow delivery. 


But this is a simplistic way to judge, because beyond the 
simple numbers, the ANC has put in place a broad 
agenda for social change that has already started to make 
a fundamental impact on the make-up of the country. 


Some of these measures are so far reaching that they 
make us world trend-setters in social reform. 


For example, before Parliament is a new Labour Rela- 
tions Bill which is aimed at fundamentally changing 
workplace relations and breaking the tradition of antag- 
onism au. conflict. It has been drawn up at breakneck 
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speed and, if passed, will put us in the forefront of 
modern industrial relations. The formation of Nedlac 
[National Economic Development and Labor Council], 
the joint state-business-labour-NGO [Non- 
Governmental Organization] forum to deal with eco- 
nomic and development issues, puts us ahead of most 
attempts around the world to create a social contract 
between these different sectors to overcome the tradi- 
tional antagonisms of the past. 


The health policy proposals dve to be handed to the 
minister by a special committee in the next few weeks is 
more a case of catching up with the world on basic health 
care provition—as is the case with attempts to create 
equal educational opportunities. 


But these moves are a clear indication that this is one 
country which has muted those conservatives, masquer- 
ading as neo-liberals, who are winning campaigns in 
most Western and many African countries to cut back 
the state and withdraw government from these kinds of 
social policy issues in order to leave reform to the market 
system. Where President Bill Clinton has failed to create 
a new social agenda, President Nelson Mandela has 
succeeded. Where the British Labour Party is struggling 
to articulate a social democracy for the late 20th century, 
the ANC is bounding ahead. 


It is accepted by virtually all South Africans—even most 
of the conservative business community—that the state 
has a role in redressing the inherited inequalities 2 1d 
creating a better society, as long as it is done within the 
constraints of fiscal discipline. 


There is almost universal agreement—inherent in the 
fact that ail parties have embraced the RDP—that 
progress depends on the pragmatic combination of eco- 
nomic growth and tightly-managed reform and redistri- 
bution. 


So we see high on the national agenda both the encour- 
agement of foreign investment and such issues as the 
provision of clean water and equal education + portuni- 
ties. 


And the social reformers driving this, notably Minister 
Jay Naidoo, have not only accepted the credo of fiscal 
discipline—they have embraced it with all the fei vour of 
new converts. 


This has introduced a new breed of civil servants, often 
drawn from the ranks of the strugglistas of the 1980s, 
filling government policy posts to write new policies and 
laws in every area from industrial strategy to freedom of 
information. And their agenda is one of social demo- 
cratic reform. 


The role of the private sector has been to try to create a 
few extremely wealthy and powerful black individuals 
who would provide a bulwark against accusations that 
South Africa’s most powerful companies are all-white. 
So white business is financing and advising a line-up of 
instant millionaires. 
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This will undoubtedly have its own, unpredictable, social 
effects. But much more radical is the reform programme 
being put in place in almost every government derart- 
ment. 


When was the last time in any country that policy on 
everything ranging from policing to pensions was being 
rewritten? And rewritten in such a way that, if followed 
through, will change this society so fundamentally that 
within a decade it will go from being one of the world’s 
least civilised to one of the most progressive. 


This has been combined with a formidable human rights 
structure. The interim constitution creates a Constitu- 
tional Court, a Human Rights Commission, a Public 
Protector, and a Gender Commission. The first of these 
to be formed, the Constitutional Court, is packed over- 
whelmingly with individuals who have a proven com- 
mitment to human rights and independence. 


The government has faced two tests of its commitment 
to constitutionalism and human rights. The one came 
when Mandela himself had to climb down on the dis- 
missal of his own wife from the cabinet. The other was 
an attack on press ireedom from the Defence Ministry. 
Heavily criticised by his own party, the Defence Minister 
backed off. The ANC passed both tests. Couple this 
agenda with the prospects for economic growth, said by 
all experts to be good for the next few years, and the first 
year of the GNU seems to end as optimistically as it 
began. The post-election honeymoon continues. 


There are some significant problems that could send 
things awry: crime is escalating, the police forces are in 
disarray, the looting of pensions and other coffers by 
old-guard bureaucrats continues apace, crude affirma- 
tive action so far has done as much good as harm, and 
there is little sign of an end to the endemic corruption 
that marked the previous government. 


The important ministries of welfare, foreign affairs, 
police and education are weak points—and President 
Mandela has not dealt with ineffectual cabinet ministers 
as toughly as he has dealt with ill-disciplined ones. The 
policy of openness and accountability is facing a poten- 
tial backlash from some of those made uncomfortable by 
aggressive media scrutiny. 


But, on a political level, the far-rightwing threat has 
dissipated, and the Inkatha Freedom Party’s ability to 
disrupt things is much more limited than before. The 
feel-good factor is high, with the post-inauguration 
euphoria of national unity proving to be more lasting 
than expected. 


Against this background, the ANC does not have to be 
overly concerned that it has not met its first-year prom- 
ises. It has a growing economy, a strong majority, the 
world’s most popular president and the longest-lasting 
afterglow in recorded history. If serious delivery on the 
RDP is not under way in two to three years—prior to the 
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build-up to the next election—then the ANC will .ave a 
headache. It would do well to set more realistic targets 
for this period. 


Meanwhile, the country thrives an the rich and rare 
combination of economic growth, fundamental social 
reform and firm steps to establish a human rights cul- 
ture. 


Ratings are done on a scale of 1-10. Ten means this 
person could be minister for life; 1 means they should be 
fired at dawn; 5 means they have not done much good, 
but not too much harm either. 


Nelson Mandela—9.5 


President 


Mandela would have scored a full 10-star rating a month 
ago, before the mishandling of the Winnie Mandela saga, 
and he may be back up there when he puts this issue 
behind him. But his star-studded performance has been 
tarnished a little by the messiness of the last few weeks. 


It is easy to talk about Mandela’s strengths; his vision, 
his mixture of strong leadership and a willingness to 
compromise, his pragni2tism, his moral stature, his 
workaholic habits. 


He is not without his weaknesses: he has been slow to flag 
down the government gravy train and he has not been 
firm with ministers performing below par. 


But none of this does serious damage to the fact that he 
is—both at home and internationally—the world’s most 
popular and most respected politician. The success of the 
first year of the GNU, and the strongly humanistic ethos 
of the new government, can be credited largely to his 
leadership. 


Thabo Mbeki—6 


First Deputy President 


Mbeki has been increasingly taking over Mandela’s 
tasks, functioning as a de facto prime minister, bringing 
his suaveness, his political savvy, and his diplomatic 
experience to bear. Yet he is criticised for not putting his 
own stamp of authority on matters of state. Instead he 
functions as a ubiquitous Mr Fix-it, intervening in 
day-to-day crises and heading various task groups and 
committees. 


His mishandling of Winnie Mandela’s firing raised eye- 
brows when it became apparent that he was the one who 
had failed to consult with other party leaders. It seemed 
to confirm a reputation for inefficiency. 


He has also sullied his reputation by being seen to back 
the “populists” in the ANC. Indeed, he had built a 
political base on their support and is considerably weak- 
ened within the ANC when they are on the defensive, as 
they are at the moment. It is an irony, because Mbeki is 
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no populist—he is a pragmatic man who has his eyes 
firmly fixed on his primary goal: ascending to the pres- 
idency. 


He is a man never to be underestimated: a skillful 
political manoeuverer and a man of charm and elo- 
quence, he is a formidable candidate for succession. 


FW de Klerk—4 


Deputy President 


The former president has struggled to come to terms 
with his loss of power. 


Essentially, he has a difficult position: he has only as 
much authority as Mandela cares to give him and the 
chemistry between the two of them is lacking. Without 
any well-defined area of responsibility, he is limited to a 
narrow role, which carries its own frustrations. He is not 
allowed to stand in for the president—rather than have 
him do so during the president’s parliamentary question- 
time, the institution was done away with. And ANC 
makes sure that if Mandela is overseas, Mbeki is there to 
stand in for him. 


De Klerk has mostly been heard from when he is having 
a tantrum about something he is accused—and is gener- 
ally guilty of. The only other time he makes a mark is 
during his frequent overseas trips (five in the last year, 
costing R370,000 [rands]), spreading the GNU gospel 
and promoting foreign investment. 


As de Klerk grew into the job of president, so he has 
shrunk into the lesser post. He would do well to consider 
retiring to be remembered for his remarkable contribu- 
tion to history, rather than continue to be beset by 
anxiety over his status and problems within his own 
caucus. He is now more important to his own party— 
where he is the glue it holding together—than to the 
GNU itself. 


Kader Asmal—8.5 


Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry 


This Groucho Marx lookalike has turned his ministry 
from an archetype of apartheid bureaucracy into a model 
of civilian participation. The former law professor has 
used his intellectual energy and heavyweight status in the 
ANC to ensure that water and forests now occupy a 
central role in the RDP. His style of “participatory 
governance”, which he is trying to develop into an art 
form, saw dam names neutralised without a blacklash. 


Asmal does not confine himself to his ministry, speaking 
out on almost anything else that catches his eye, which is 
why he is known in parliamentary circles as the Minister 
of Everything. 


Sibusiso Bengu—4 


Minister of Education 


The effects of a stroke suffered shortly after his appoint- 
ment may still be troubling Bengu; he has not caught up 
with his late start. 
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More serious is his reluctance to become involved in 
confrontation; perhaps why he favours long-range plan- 
ning over short-term firefighting. Bengu’s response to 
turmoil in the universities was to set up the National 
Commission on Higher Education. It will all take time. 


There has been some progress in Bengu’s year in office; 
there just hasn’t been enough of it. In January, the 
former 18 education departments were transformed into 
one national and nine provincial departments and the 
ministry approved a new (interim) deracialised school 
syllabus. 


Mangosuthu Buthelezi—5 


Minister of Home Affairs 


If he’s not in Cape Town he’s in Ulundi. Perceived in 
Pretoria as a largely absent minister, his director-general 
(who achieved fame as head of the Independent Election 
Commission department that failed to deliver ballot 
papers) effectively runs the show. 


Buthelezi has guaranteed every South African a passport, 
and raved a little about illegal immigrants. He brings 
more skills and experience to the post than most, having 
served for decades in homeland cabinets—but is 
spending most of his time fighting party-political issues. 
There is little sign that he has come to grips with the 
biggest headache of his department—the amount of 
illegals flowing across South Africa’s borders and the 
hostile, even violent, reception they are receiving. 


Pik Botha—3 


Minister of Mineral and Energy Affairs 


An old bull in a new arena, the former foreign affairs 
minister is seldom seen around Parliament. The impres- 
sion is he is better at clowning or making potjekos 
{traditional food}—skills that were useful to him as a 
diplomat—than at developing policy. Moves he has 
made, such as affording black miners the right to get 
blasting certificates, appear to have been the result of 
pressure from the parliamentary committee on mineral 
and energy affairs rather than his own initiative. Energy 
policy is still being developed. Meanwhile, Botha is 
taking flak from the fuel industry for taking so long to 
come up with a policy on deregulation, and he has 
presided over a steady increase in the price of petrol. 


Dawie de Villiers—5 


Minister of Environment and Tourism 


If there’s a motto in the ANC’s cabinet caucus it could be 
“Dump it on Dawie”. The Environment and Tourism 
minister has faced a barrage of criticism from opponents 
in the GNU. These range from he “wants to turn us into 
a garbage ground for other countries’ toxic waste” to 
complaints that the former Springbok rugby captain is 
oui watching matches. But it appears that much of it is 
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motivated by the ambition of his rivals, Deputy Minister 
Bantu Holomisa and parliamentary committee head 
Peter Mokaba. 


Although De Villiers has made some mistakes—like 
coming up with a gobledygook hazardous waste policy— 
tourism is booming and he can take some credit for this. 


Abe Williams—2 


Minister of Welfare & Population Development 


Knock knock, anybody home? It takes a fertile imagina- 
tion to discern any signs of life in the Welfare Ministry 
under Williams. There have been mutterings about a 
compulsory social security savings scheme and a “new 
dispensation” for the aged, but little action. And on the 
crying issue of homeless children, there hasn’t even been 
talk. 


Williams has made the news chiefly as a result of two 
overseas trips. He attended the World Population 
Summit in Cairo, and went to Chile to study pension 
schemes there. South Africa is still waiting to see the fruit 
of these excursions. 


Nkosazana Zuma—8 


Minister of Health 


Dr Zuma is controversial. In many ways this is a 
compliment, because she is one of those ministers who 
get things done and is not shy of confronting a powerful 
establishment. But some of the controversy has arisen 
from a less than total commitment to transparency. 
Zuma caught flak for taking a major policy decision 
behind closed doors, choosing a blueprint for a national 
health insurance scheme. Yet she had the good grace to 
back down quietly and proceed with due consultation. 
She had erred on the side of hastiness, indicating the 
priority she gives to quick and effective action. Zuma’s 
most notable achievements have been vast: free health 
care for pregnant women and for children under six; a 
national vaccination scheme; taking on the mighty 
tobacco industry; an AIDS policy that has won acclz im. 
She supports abortion rights, and has convened a seleci 
committee to look at abortion law reform. 


Pallo Jordan—4 


Minister of Posts and Telecommunications 


Jordan is the minister trying to change important insti- 
tutions by doing as little as possible. He’s the hands-off 
minister, arguing that if is not his role to be too active in 
running the state-owned corporations that fall within his 
brief, such as the SABC [South African Broadcasting 
Corporation], Telkom [Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion] and the Postal Service. A less polite title is the 
invisible minister. 


He’s changed the face of the boards of Telkom and the 
Postal Service by making new appointments, but appears 
now to be sitting back to allow the new boards to drive 
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the transformation process—something ANC colleagues 
feel he should be doing. The integration of broadcasting 
and posts and telecommunications services in the ex- 
bantustans is still in limbo. So is the question of whether 
the state wiil fund the SABC to become a proper public 
service broadcaster. 


Chris Liebenberg—7 


Minister of Finance 


A responsible and quiet student, Liebenberg has done 
better than expected this term. 


Dubbed the Kepler Wessels of finance ministers because 
of his painstakingly methodical approach, he was 
expected to be cast as lacking in verve because of his 
predecessor’s flamboyance. But Liebenberg has shown 
up the flaws in Keys’ ministerial style. Keys talked 
endlessly of scrapping the financial rand: Liebenberg 
actually did ii. Keys also saddled Liebenberg with the 
problem of the rather ad hoc Secondarv Tax on compa- 
nies. For the business audience, banker Liebenberg says 
all the right things, while having a keen social con- 
science. All are impressed by his attention to detail, and 
his willingness to grapple with the enormous financial 
problems—such as public debt—the GNU inherited. 
The only criticism is that the colour of his department is 
still pinko-grey. 


Trevor Manuel—-7 


Minister of Trade and Industry 


Manuel has confounded business sceptics with his 
understanding of the issues facing the country and has 
quickly gathercd around him a core of well-qualified 
advisers. 


His performance in trying to get South African exporters 
a better deal with Europe in terms of the Lome conven- 
tion was commendable. He has taken the bull by the 
horns, signalling an end to protection- on-demand by 
business, and promising tougher anti-competitive laws. 
His department was responsible for the Monitor report’s 
scathing criticism of industry. 


At the same time, his newfound commitment to compe- 
tition has less than thrilled the left wing of the party and 
made some unionists uncomfortable. He has hung tough 
with both business and unions in beginning the restruc- 
turing of the textile and motor industries. 


But so far movement on policy has been slow and there 
has been insufficient movement in framing an over- 
arching industrial policy and tougher competition 
policy. 


Tito Mboweni—9 


Minister of Labour 


No department has moved as fast and as effectively as 
Labour to write new policy, draft new Bills and establish 
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new structures—all of which have received widespread 
acclaim. Mboweni’s Labour Bill, currently before Parlia- 
ment, promises far-reaching reform of industriai rela- 
tions. Much the same breadth of thinking lies behind the 
formation of Nedlac, the forum for the government, 
business, labour and non-government organisations to 
seek common ground on major policy issues. He has also 
announced a five-year plan for a labour market policy 
which will stress skills development and job creation. 
Mboweni has also been studiously independent in labour 
matters, winning the respect of both unions and busi- 
ness. 


Roelf Meyer—6 


Minister of Constitutional Development, Provincial 
Affairs and Local Government 


Able and competent, Meyer has been the most impres- 
sive of NP [National Party, Nat] ministers. He has the 
weightiest portfolio of any Nat minister in the GNU and 
is very much on top of his department, even though he 
now finds himself trapped in a vacuum as his tasks are 
usurped by the Constitutional Assembly. 


Meyer’s major challenge is to see through the devolution 
of power to the provinces—many of which are not yet 
sufficiently _2ared for this. 


The biggest problems he faces are political, enjoying 
conspicuous lack of support from his NP colleagues. He 
is deeply disliked by some who hold him accountable for 
compromises made during negotiations. 


Joe Modise—3 


Minister of Defence 


Not known for his ability to think on his feet, Modise 
leaves much public work to his deputy minister, Ronnie 
Kasrils. Modise was chosen because he was thought to be 
the military leader who could bring the old-style generals 
along into the new order. But often it appears that they 
are dragging him backwards into the older order. Ironi- 
cally, the rebellion came not from the old guard, but 
from the new recruits—the MK [Umkhonto we Sizwe— 
Spear of the Nation; ANC military wing] and APLA 
[Azanian People’s Liberation Army] cadres who were 
furious with the survival of the old army culture. 


Modise has succeeded in bringing in a significant 
number of new officers and set up the Cameron Com- 
mission of inquiry to investigate covert arms deals. 


Derek Hanekom—9 


Minister of Land Affairs 


Hanekom likes to say he qualified for his post by keeping 
a few cows and making the best yoghurt in the Magalies- 
berg, before being jailed in the 1980s. But anyone who 
thought Hanekom would run his ministry like a rural 
commune was wrong. He set in motion sophisticated 
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land reform programmes and has achieved more than 
any other ministry in dealing with apartheid’s legacy. 


He promotes himself as the “comrade minister,” 
spending time tramping around rural areas. The only 
complaints come from colleagues left to carry out 
“‘Derek’s decrees,” frequent and rash promises to rural 
communities that “you will get your land back within 
months.” 


Mac Maharaj—5 
Minister of Transport 


Maharaj has been uncharacteristically quiet in the Cab- 
inet, perhaps because of his peripheral post. He has 
moved to defuse taxi conflicts, and has also taken 
important steps to deal with the airport system, a critical 
factor for tourism. 


Sankie Nkondo—5 


Minister of Housing 


Nkondo’s relatively low profile since stepping into Joe 
Slovo’s shoes, points to the extent to which she was 
initially overwhelmed. However, she is now coming to 
grips with it. But it is still too early to assess here 
performance. 


Sydney Mufamadi—6 


Minister of Safety and Security 


To be fair to Mufamadi, he has been given one of the 
hardest tasks of all. The police force is disunited, under- 
paid, overworked, discontented and barely competent. 
He has to undertake not just massive restructuring to 
turn it into a decentralised, civilian force, but teach it 
new skills and new attitudes. At the heart of his policy is 
community policing, now being adopted by members of 
the force around the country. 


There is no sign yet of the new Police Bill, though 
Mufamadi has forced out the truculent old commis- 
sioner, made an astute choice for a new one, and 
appointed nine regional commissioners. 


Sipho Mzimela—4 


Minister of Correctional Services 


Mzimela got off to a slow start in terms of transforming 
Correctional Services. An amendment to the Correc- 
tional Services Act prohibits the jailing of awaiting-trial 
children and he has planned youth development centres 
for young offenders. Mzimela eased pressure on over- 
crowded prisons without resorting to the “bursting” 
process of his predecessor. Prison riots saw him doing a 
good deal of firefighting. 
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Jay Naidoo—4 Jeff Radebe—6 
Minister without portfolio Minister of Public Works 


Naidoo’s greatest achievements have been the crafting of 
a new language, RDP-speak, and the adoption of a new 
state religion, fiscal discipline. He uses these to explain 
why there is so little delivery of the RDP. 


Some have called him the Chris Heunis of the new order: 
he speaks in riddles, is minister of everything and of 
nothing, and has a propensity for producing organo- 
grams. 


Ben Ngubane—6 


Minister of Arts, Culture, Science and Technology 


Ngubane’s best friends would probably admit he got off 
to a bad start, due to his unfamiliarity with cloak-and 
dagger cultural politics, and an unworkable relationship 
with then-Deputy Minister Winnie Mandela. He 
admitted to having blundered in donating R1- million in 
state money to a private-sector trust fund. But things 
have speeded up with a bold restructuring of performing 
arts councils. The diplomatic and easy-going Ngubane 
has been the surprise success among IFP [Inkatha 
Freedom Party] ministers. 


Alfred Nzo—2 


Minister of Foreign Affairs 


Nzo is lucky that South Africa is riding the wave of 
international acclaim, hiding the fact that there is no 
coherent foreign policy beyond recognising the need to 
send the president and his two deputies on regular trips 
to raise investment. The policy gap is due largely to the 
fact that Nzo has woken upon only occasionally in the 
last year: to make the occasional boring speech and to 
argue for the retention of old-guard Director General 
Rusty Evans. But give Nzo his due—he is only there to 
ensure the others, such as Mbeki and Mandela, can do 
the real foreign work. He should be allowed to retire soon 
and stop all this tiring travel. 


Dullah Omar—9 


Minister of Justice 


South African justice is not what it used to be. Lay 
people are sharing the bench with magistrates in court. 
South Africans will no longer serve time in prison simply 
because they cannot repay a financial debt. Plain lan- 
guage is replacing legalistic gobbledygook. Justice Min- 
isters from all over Southern Africa are talking about 
regional co-operation. The truth commission is going to 
happen. 


But the change is deeper than these outward signs. For 
the first time ever, South Africa has a Justice Ministry 
concerned with administering justice as opposed to 
laying down the law. This is due to the tireless efforts of 
Omar. 


Radebe wins his stars for his dramatic and unprece- 
dented confrontation with his most senior officia! last 
week. Prior to that, he would have scored low for lack of 
progress on his ambitious public works programme. This 
tardiness may now be explained by the behaviour of his 
bureaucrats—but he will have to prove it by making up 
for lost time. 


Stella Sigcau—4 
Minister of Public Enterprises 


The best that can be said about Sigcau so far is that she 
has done no harm—largely because she hasn't done 
much at all, except accept the inevitability of some 
privatisation. If it is to happen, it will need a champion. 
Sigcau, however, has so far lacked the conviction and 
status to drive the process. 


Zola Skweyiya—5 


Minister of Public Service and Administration 


His is the most difficult portfolio—changing the face and 
character of the civil service. Change in every other 
government department depends on his policies. 
Skweyiya has come under fire from ANC colleagues for 
not moving fast or decisively enough. Nonetheless he’s 
managed to come through the year without widescale 
disruptions, has employed advisers with strong negoti- 
ating skills, and is a skillful negotiator. Tshwete is such a 
person: he rescued South Africa’s Olympic bid and has 
guided sports development. 


Andre ‘Kraai’ van Niekerk—4 


Minister of Agriculture 


Any intentions which Van Niekerk might have to trans- 
form South African agriculture will have to be realised 
within the parameters set by Land Affairs and Water 
Affairs. A major part of his job will be to impart farming 
skills to those who have recently acquired land and drag 
the white Agricultural Union into the new era. 


Chris Fismer (too early to tell) 


Ministry Statement Outlines RDP Progress 


MB2404093895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0921 
GMT 24 Apr 95 


[Statement issued by the ministry in the Office of the 
President in Pretoria on 24 April] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The ministry in the Office of 
the President is satisfied with progress to date with the 
implementation of the Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment Programme (RDP). 


The Presidential Lead Projects (Pips) that were 
announced by President Mandela at his inauguration 
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last year have proved a major success in the process of 
transforming government and ensuring delivery. The 
Plps have also been a learning curve to ensure efficient, 
transparent and accountable government. 


Successes achieved so far among the lead programmes 
are: —Free health care programme: Four times more 
patients are now being treated in the rural areas since the 
inception of the programme. The RDP fund has allo- 
cated R472.8 million [rands}] and R500 million to free 
health in 1994/95 and 1995/96 financial years respec- 
tively. —Clinic building programme: This programme 
supports access to primary health care. 172 clinics will be 
built or upgraded by the Ist of April 1996 to provide 
health services to those whose nearest clinic was more 
than 5 km away. Already there is a drop in admissions of 
young children to hospitals because of better health care. 
—Electrification: A total of 378,171 houses were electri- 
fied in 1994, easily exceeding the RDP target of 300,000 
houses. The programme seeks to profoundly change the 
lives of about 1! million people. —Primary school 
nutrition scheme: More than 5 million children in 
12,800 schools are benefiting from this programme. The 
target is 6.8 million children who would otherwise go to 
school on an empty stomach. Attendance at schools has 
increased and concentration on learning has improved. 
—Urban renewal programme: Major integrated develop- 
ment projects are being up on the ground in the most 
crisis ridden areas. [sentence as published] The pro- 
gramme aims to repair the social and physical fabric of 
our towns and cities. R1.6 billion has been allocated 
from the RDP fund over a 5 year period. The benefits of 
these projects are already being felt in many communi- 
ties. —Rural water provision: The RDP fund has 
assisted the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry to 
redirect their resources to community water provision, 
as well as creating jobs and stimulating the economy. 
Several water projects have already been launched and 
nearly 1.3 million people will benefit. —October house- 
hold survey: This is the first comprehensive survey of all 
South Africans. It will be used as base information for 
future development planning and the census taking place 
in 1996. 


The Masakhane [mutual construction] campaign is the 
main vehicle through which the RDP will be imple- 
mented at local government level. It focuses on acceler- 
ating delivery of services in ways that stimulate 
economic development and create jobs. The campaign is 
already bearing fruit. In Soweto payment for electricity 
has increased from 20 percent to 65 percent. In Louis 
Trichart payment for services went up from 0 pecent to 
90 percent. Thousands of communities around the 
country are working together to build a better life for all 


our people. 


However, there are bottle-necks resulting from a lack of 
representative local government in many areas. It is for 
this reason that we are encouraging people to register for 
the upcoming local government elections. 
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As we move forward with the process of reconstruction 
and development we face great expectations. We must 
however realise that at this point we have been 
attempting to redress 365 years of injustice and depriva- 
tion in 365 days. 


On 27 April we will be celebrating the first year of 
delivery on the RDP, and we encourage the nation to 
celebrate with us on this special day—the message being 
“nation building—let it begin with me”. 


Naidoo Reports on Programs 
MB2404140795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1259 
GMT 24 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria April 24 SAPA—The 
community had become “much more realistic” in its 
expectations from the government to erase backlogs, 
Minister Without Portfolio Jay Naidoo said in Pretoria 
on Monday [24 April]. 


Releasing a report on progress in the Reconstruction and 
Development Programme [RDP] after one year, he said 
the government was also more realistic on what it could 
deliver. Mr Naidoo, the minister responsible for the 
RDP, said “major successes” had been achieved with 22 
presidential lead projects to kickstart the reconstruction 
programme. These projects were being paid for jointly by 
the RDP Fund and departmental and provincial bud- 
gets. The main achievements were in the areas of health 
services, electrification, nutrition schemes, urban 
renewal and the provision of rural water. 


Mr Naidoo said there were still bottle-necks resulting 
from a lack of representative local government. It should 
also be kept in mind that “at this point we have been 
attempting to redress 365 years of injustice and depriva- 
tion in 365 days”. He added that the government’s 
Masakhane [mutual construction] campaign to get com- 
munities to pay for services was bearing fruit. In Louis 
Trichardt in the North, patients were now getting :ed- 
ical treatment in rural areas than a year ago and 172 
clinics would be built or upgraded by April | next year. 
‘Already there is a drop in admissions of young children 
to hospitals because of better health care.” 


A total of 378,171 houses got electricity in 1994, easily 
exceeding the RDP target of 300,000. This programme 
sought to improve the quality of life of about 11! million 
people. The report said more than five million children 
in 12,800 schools were benefiting from the primary 
school nutrition scheme. The target was 6.8 million 
children who would otherwise go to school on an empty 
stomach. On urban renewal, the report said major devel- 
opment projects were “up on the ground in the most 
crisis-ridden areas”. The benefits of the programme to 
repair the social and physical fabric of towns and cities 
were already being felt in many communities. Several 
projects to provide water to rural communities had been 
launched. Apart from improving services to nearly 1.3 
million people, the projects also created jobs and stimu- 
lated local economies. 
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“The report shows that we have made progress, that we 
are introducing a transformation of government and that 
the RDP will be sustainable if we follow the path we have 
chosen,” Mr Naidoo said. The overall approach was not 
just to “throw money at projects” where there were no 
controls, which could lead to corruption. 


“We have chosen the route that says the RDP has to be 
sustainable. You have to put in place structures and the 
criteria according to which money is given out. Those 
criteria are: How does it meet the needs of people? How 
many jobs are created and how many people are 
trained?”’ The presidential lead projects had been used as 
a learning experience aimed at creating a new culture 
that the government was there to serve the needs of the 


people. 


Finance Minister Chris Liebenberg, who also attended 
the press briefing, congratulated the government for 
having the political courage to exercise patience instead 
of “just rushing in to spend money”. “When you deal 
with a situation where the needs are much more vast 
than the funds available, you actually need a Ict of 
discipline. Africa has a terrible history of half-built 
roads, of incomplete bridges and of empty hospitals.” 
Mr Liebenberg said criticism from foreign donors that 
the government had been dragging its heels was 
unfounded. “‘We knew what we were doing. That is why 
we have been so strict. We would not allow funding to 
provinces and non-governmental organisations unless 
we had certainty in our own minds that the carry- 
through required could be taken out of our own budget.” 


ANC Executive Committee Holds Secretive 
Meeting 


MB2404 140095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1350 
GMT 24 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg April 24 SAPA— 
The African National Congress National Executive 
Committee [NEC] began a two-day meeting at an undis- 
closed venue in Gauteng on Monday [24 April], a 
spokesman confirmed. 


No details of the meeting. attended by President Nelson 
Mandela, were disclosed, but sources said the organisa- 
tion would appraise the government’s performance since 
assuming office and also plot strategies for the 
November | local government elections. The meeting is 
also expected to discuss possible disciplinary action 
against President Mandela’s estranged wife Winnie, for 
overlooking party structures in her court bid to regain 
her post as deputy minister of arts, culture, science and 
technology. Mrs Mandela successfully challenged her 
dismissal on technical grounds and was briefly reinstated 
before being fired a second time last week. 


‘Important Progress’ Made in First Year 


MB2504 145895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1416 
GMT 25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg April 25 SAPA— 
Important progress was achieved in the first year of the 
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government of national unity, despite complex prob- 
lems, the ANC National Executive Committee has con- 
cluded at the end of its two-day meeting. 


The organisation admitted that there was lack of infor- 
mation flow to the public and undertook to communi- 
cate the government’s progress, policies and difficulties 
more effectively. The ANC accused the National Party 
of working with elements of the old civil service to block 
reforms. The organisation said it fully supported the 
restructuring and rationalisation of the public service in 
line with the objectives of the RDP [Reconstruction and 
Development Program]. 


The ANC also rallied around the Minister of Public 
Works Jeff Radebe in the row with acting Director 
General Theo van Robbroek and expressed support for 
the restructuring of the department to rid it of past 
corruption and inefficiency. Public servants, who have 
“cynically taken early retirement” only to offer them- 
selves as paid consultants to the same institutions came 
under fire. A recommendation was made that these 
individuals not be employed as consultants in the public 
sector. 


ANC To Deal ‘Firmly’ With IFP 


MB2404145795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1441 
GMT 24 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg April 24 SAPA— 
Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] protest action would be 
dealt with firmly by the government if it undermined the 
country’s peace and stability, African National Congress 
spokesman Ronnie Mamoepa said on Monday [24 
April]. 


Reacting to IFP President Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s call 
on Sunday for his supporters to rise up and challenge the 
government over its failure to honour the agreement on 
international mediation, Mr Mamoepa said the ANC 
had never questioned the right of any political organisa- 
tion to embark on peaceful protest. ““Those who seek to 
challenge the present democratic government through 
criminal acts will meet their match in the masses of the 
people who put this government into place.” 


The IFP, as a partner in the government of national 
unity, had a responsibility to help create a climate of 
peace and stability. Referring to Mr Buthelezi's respon- 
sibility as minister of home affairs, he said government 
ministers had to be held accountable for any loss of life 
or damage to property that might result from their 
utterances. The ANC was committed to an amicable 
resolution of the international mediation issue, but 
remained steadfast that the IFP had to identify any 
outstanding constitutional issues that necessitated medi- 
ation. The ANC would not be bludgeoned into dis- 
cussing constitutional issues outside the Constitutional 
Assembly, Mr Mamoepa said. 
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COSATU Holds International Policy Conference 


MB2404145195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1407 
GMT 24 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg April 24 SAPA— 
South Africa needs a multi-faceted approach to address 
regional economic development and labour migration, 
the Congress of South African Trade Unions [COSATU] 
said on Monday. 


At a media conference in Johannesburg, General Secre- 
tary Sam Shilowa said COSATU recognised at its first 
international policy conference held at the weekend that 
while it was the duty of all governments to try and ensure 
that their citizens were employed, southern Africa was 
one economic region. “‘South Africa can never achieve 
prosperity while its neighbours are wracked by poverty,” 
he said. 


“No amount of electric fences can prevent people from 
fleeing poverty and starvation. 


““A regional economic development strategy is essen- 
tial,’ he added. Mr Shilowa said the conference also 
noted thai the problem of high unemployment in South 
Africa was not a result of the presence of foreign workers. 
It was rather the result of structural problems in the 
economy which needed to be addressed. “Conference 
condemned the xenophobic and racist hysteria which 
various parties, particularly the Inkatha Freedom Party, 
are attempting to whip up against workers from southern 
Africa.” 


Workers and trade unions had nothing to gain from these 
campaigns. “If anything the emergence of xenophobia 
and ethnic hatred will, in South Africa, as in the rest of 
‘he world, be a disaster for the working people.” Mr 
Shilowa said the conference 1esolved to campaign for 
measures to deal with the issues in a constructive and 
sustainable way. These included: 


—Fair and non-discriminatory legislation covering 
migration and border controls; 


—Imposing heavy penalties on employers who exploit 
illegal immigrants; 


—Legal guarantees of equal wages and working condi- 
tions, and the upgrad:ng of migrant workers: 


—Integration of migrants in communities where they 
live; 
—Measures to “regularise” the position of illegal 


migrants, either through amnesty or voluntary repa- 
triation; 


—A strategy to deal with the mobility of skilled labour in 
a way which develops the skill of local labour in the 
host country; 


—A negotiated quota, reviewed on an ongoing basis, of 
workers allowed into countries in the region, taking 
into account economic imbalances in the region; and, 
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—The development of a regional reconstruction and 
development programme, aimed at building the 
economy of the entire region. 


Unions To Monitor Foreign Investors 


MB2504 105695 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English 25 Apr 95 p 2 


[Report by Renee Grawitzky] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The union movement would 
not tolerate SA [South Africa] being used as a safe haven 
for exploitation by foreign investors who failed to 
comply with minimum labour standards COSATU’s 
[Congress of South African Trade Unions] General Sec- 
retary Sam Shilowa said yesterday after the federation’s 
two-day international policy conference. 


The changing economic climate and SA’s reintegration 
into the world economy necessitated a “radical rethink 
of our international relations policy,” Shilowa said. 


Investment in SA came under scrutiny and delegates 
resolved that all future investment would be subject to 
companies agreeing to abide by SA’s social and labour 
laws and COSATU’s code of conduct for multinational 
companies investing in SA drafted in 1992. 


Shilowa said the premise that the setting of minimum 
standards by developing countries reflected rigidity on 
their part was incorrect. 


In strengthening the code the federation would ensure 
the amendment of the Company Act to allow for greater 
disclosure and facilitation of information; the enhance- 
ment of productive investment rather than only specu- 
lative capacity and investors to commit themselves to 
technologicai transfer. 


COSATU would campaign internally and externally for 
the inclusion of a social clause in international agree- 
ments and would take industrial and consumer action 
against goods coming into the country from countries 
which did not respect trade union rights. 


The GATT agreement would be reviewed to ensure its 
terms of trade between developed and developing coun- 
tries reflected a more equitable balance. 


Shilowa said the campaign for a social clause would be 
linked to a campaign for a “just platform of international 
financial relations” which would target the World Bank 
and IMF’s programmes. 


The forging of international and regional alliances and 
the strengthening of trade union structures was a central 
focus of the conference he said. 


Shilowa said the federation had already received 
approaches from the High Commissioners of Lesotho, 
Swaziland and Botswana to discuss its campaign to assist 
in strengthening trade unions in the southern African 


region. 
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A number of affiliates had over the years begun working 
together with their counterparts in the southern African 
region to formulate common strategies in specific indus- 
tries he said. 


For example recent discussions took place between the 
SA Commercial Catering and Allied Workers Union and 
unions operating in the hotel industry in the region to 
formulate a common approach to training and educa- 
tion. 


SA could not exist as a strong entity “amidst poverty- 
struck countries,” he said. Therefore the conference 
called for a southern African summit involving govern- 
ments and trade unions to discuss migration, the forma- 
tion of a strategy to deal with economic imbalances in 
the region and the development of a regional reconstruc- 
tion and development programme. 


Shilowa said unemployment levels in SA had nothing to 
do with the influx of foreign workers which was esti- 
mated to be around 300,000 and was insignificant com- 
pared with unemployment levels of close to 50 percent of 
the economically active population. Unemployment was 
related to major structural weaknesses inherent in the SA 
economy, he said. 


Debate Continues Over Priority of Military 


MB2304163195 Johannesburg WEEKEND STAR in 
English 22-23 Apr 95 p 9 


[Report by Esther Waugh] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] As the Cabinet debates whether 
its priorities lie with defending the country or feeding it 
(or whether the two are even mutually exclusive), 
Opposing camp members have defended their stances on 
the size and importance of the defence budget. 


Deputy Defence Minister Ronnie Kasrils stresses that 
South Africa no longer finds itself in a time where 
defence spending takes the priority above everything 
else. The ANC’s position is that the Government’s main 
priority is the upliftment of living conditions. But Kas- 
rils stresses that the Government is also responsible for 
the defence of the country. 


In the opposing camp, COSATU [Congress of South 
African Trade Unions] spokesman Neil Coleman says 
the country’s largest trade union federation does not 
object to individual items in the defence budget—such 
as the intended purchase of corvettes—but it believes 
defence expenditure should be radically cut back. 


Caught somewhere in the middle, Dr Bernie Fanaroff, 
deputy director-general in the Reconstruction and 
Development Programme [RDP] office, says the debate 
is not a case of “Jay (Naidoo) versus Joe (Modise)” or 
“RDP versus Defence”’. 


And Tony Yengeni, chairman of the parliamentary joint 
defence committee, points out that the committee has 
not yet formed a viewpoint on the possible purchase of 
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the corvettes. Speaking in his personal capacity, he says 
it has become a controversial programme because “the 
levels of poverty in the country are so high that most 
victims of poverty cannot comprehend that a new dem- 
ocratic Parliament can endorse spending a substantial 
amount to buy corvettes”. 


Kasrils said the Government’s responsibility was to 
allocate resources according to priorities and not to leave 
it to “a bunfight [as published] among ministries”. 
“There has been this attitude that says the defence 
budget is not a priority, so let’s knock it off. Big expen- 
diture is seen as easy game.” 


A key question in the debate has been: But who Is the 
enemy? “I immediately concede that there is no conven- 
tional enemy at present, but you can’t say that, therefore, 
there is no need for a defence force.” 


Kasrils adds that the defence force has been deployed 
internally for peacekeeping purposes since 1990 and 
President Nelson Mandela announced to Parliament in 
February that it would be deployed in flashpoints in the 
country. 


Kasrils says that in order to consider further defence 
budget cuts, a thorough review of the force’s tasks is 
needed. 


This year’s R10.6-billion [rands] defence budget 
amounts to R9.5-billion in real terms after approxi- 
mately R600-million is spent on integration. 


Kasrils says defence spending is now at the 1970 level of 
expenditure. While defence spending amounted to 16.4 
percent of government spending in 1976 it is now 7.1 
percent and only 2.1 percent of the gross domestic 
product. The toll of the cuts has meant that the defence 
force’s spending on capital has dropped enormously, he 
says. At the moment this amounts to 27 percent of the 
defence budget with the rest being spent on the day- 
to-day running of the force. 


The four corvettes will cost the country R300-million a 
year for six years (after an initial down payment this 
year), amounting to 3 percent of the defence budget. 


Motivating the case for the purchase, Kasrils says South 
Africa has 3,000km of coastline with six harbours, one of 
which—Durban—is the ninth busiest in the world. 


The economy is based on sea routes, the extended 
economic zone runs 200 nautical miles into the sea and 
South Africa earns R1- billion a year in revenue from the 
sea. It is therefore essential that the navy is able to 
protect this national asset. 


Two tenders—one from Yarrow in Scotland and the 
other from Bazan in Spain—are being considered. 


“We have struggied to get our freedom and indepen- 
dence, and to develop our economic integrity. Are we 
now not going to protect those gains?” asks Kasrils. 
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He also notes that the Government has inherited a legacy 
of ineffectual spending, and the auditor-general reported 
that R18- billion could be raised through effective tax 
collection. 


Fanaroff argues that the debate revolves around a long- 
term analysis of the threat to South Africa and its 
implications. He says the RDP gives the Government a 
vision on how to manage the process of changing Its 
priorities. The RDP office is therefore involved in a 
five-year government expenditure programme of which 
a draft is expected to have been completed by July. Only 
then will a proper assessment be able to be made about 
where defence fits into the overall programme. 


Fanaroff says the trading aspects linked to the corvette 
tenders are “favourable” and “can’t be shrugged off”. 
“The Government's priority remains channelling 
funding to socio-economic priority areas, subject to the 
long-term needs of defence,” he says. 


Yengeni argues that the joint defence committee has a 
responsibility to the country to ensure it is properly 
defended. But the brief of MPs goes further—they 
should also ensure that socio-economic needs are met. 
He stresses the need to harmonise these two objectives. 
“This is not an easy thing to do because both things are 
necessary. In my own opinion the final say on the 
corvettes should not be with the defence force but with 
the people of South Africa.” 


Coleman argues that a complete review of defence 
spending needs to be undertaken. “There has been an 
insufficiently open process in reviewing what the mili- 
tary capacity is and consequently what needs to be spent 
on defence. The debate is being driven by the military, 
which is holding the country captive.” 


Coleman claims the defence budget has shown that the 
“securocrats” wield an inordinate influence in society. 


“There has been no real attempt to put the debate where 
it belongs and that is within society”. Coleman argues 
that Parliament and the joint committee on defence 
should ensure that the public is the arbitrator in this 
matter. 


“The military is a sophisticated institution with an 
enormous ability to lobby. The SADF [South African 
Defense Force] and Armscor [Armaments Corporation 
of South Africa] have been historically secretive institu- 
tions, which makes it difficult for people to enter the 
debate with the full facts.” 


Coleman says the R700 million allocated in the supple- 
mentary budget for defence shouid be frozen and reallo- 
cated to areas of critical social need. 


COSATU has identified three possible areas for the 
reallocation of the R700-million: underpaid and under- 
staffed sections of the public service such as teachers, 
police and nurses; old age pensions which have fallen 
below the inflation rate; or feeding schemes. 
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Coleman says this will demonstrate how R700-million 
can be used more effectively than for the procurement of 
arms. 


Armscor Denies Nuclear Cooperation With Iran 


MB2504 104995 Johannesburg SAfm Radin Network in 
English 1000 GMT 25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Armscor [Armaments Corpora- 
tion of South Africa] has denied a report in the London 
SUNDAY TIMES saying South Africa is helping Iran 
develop nuclear wez_pons. 


Armscor spokesperson Don Henning says the company 
has strictly enforced a ban placed on weapons deals with 
Iran in the early eighties. 


According to the SUNDAY TIMES report, the United 
States has expressed concern over alleged cooperation 
between South Africa and Iran, and has threatened to cut 
economic aid to South Africa. The speculation follows a 
visit by Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister Pik Botha 
to Tehran last month, to discuss oil sales. 


Boer Organization Sends . hreats to Mandela 


MB2404 184995 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 17 
Apr 95 p 2 


[FBIS Translated Text] An organization calling itself the 
Boere Brandwag [Boer Guard] has threatened in a “peti- 
tion” to President Nelson Mandela to execute more 
people using “the same manner of execution as that 
applied to Johan Heyns.” 


BEELD has a copy of the petition on which supporters’ 
signatures appear. It reads as follows: 


We request and command you [President Mandela] to: 


—“‘Shift the amnesty deadline so that all our people can 
get amnesty. The hearing of Eugene de Kock and the 
AWB [Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging; Afrikaner 
Resistance Movement] election court case [AWB 
members currently being tried for bomb explosions 
before the 1994 elections] must be suspended; 


—“To call a referendum among Boer compatriots so that 
the Boer nation gets a chance to show that the majority 
of its people want to live in a Boer republic; and 


—‘‘We demand a transitional government to a represen- 
tative Boer people’s government. 


“If you fail to make a satisfactory announcement imme- 
diately, action will follow. This is not a threat; it is a 
warning. You will hear from us sooner than you expect.” 


The “Boer Guard” further threatens President Mandela: 
“In the name of the God of Blood River, we command 
you, Mandela, to let our people go. If you don’t do it, you 
are sure to die.” 
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According to the petition, people have the mght to 
defend themselves. “It is in fact this right that we will 
exercise by attacking our enemy.” 


Archbishop Tutu Announc:s Retirement to U.S. 


MB2404 193395 Johannesburg SABC CCV Television 
Network in English 1900 GMT 24 Apr 95 


{FBIS Transc ‘bed Text] Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
announced today that he would retire next year and 
spend a year as a visiting professor at a university in the 
United States. Tutu, who heads the Anglican church in 
southern Africa and won the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize, 
said he would lecture at Emery University in Atlanta 
from September next year. 


Doctor Says W. Mandela Has ‘Severe’ Diabetes 


MB2404171595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1645 
GMT 24 Apr 95 


[Report by Elias Maluleke} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg April 24 SAPA— 
Former Arts, Culture, Science and Technology Deputy 
Minister Winnie Mandela is suffering from a severe 
type-two diabetes commonly found among people over 
40, a Johannesburg diabetologist said on Monday [24 
April]. 


The doctor, who cannot be named for professional 
reasons, said the disease could have killed her had it not 
been timeously detected. Last week Linksfield Clinic 
managing director Dr Peter Kalish said Mrs Mandela's 
illness could have caused her death had it remained 
undetected. Mrs Mandela was admitted to the clinic last 
Tuesday [18 April] and released on Monday (today). 


The clinic said Mrs Mandela was suffering a severe 
electrolytic imbalance which was affecting her kidney 
function, blood pressure and blood-sugar level. The 
diabetologist said type-two diabetes was usually caused 
by malfunctioning of the pancreas in overweight people. 
“Sufferers may have this type of diabetes without 
realising it until it is ignited by sudden shock or stress,” 
he said. The doctor said the most common forms of 
treatment included physical exercise, diet, tablets and 
lifelong injections. Type-one diabetes was found mainly 
among young people. Of the two varieties, that type Mrs 
Mandela had was considered the more serious. 


South African Press Review for 24 Apr 
MB2404 130295 


[FBIS Editorial Report} 


SOWETAN 


IFP Seeks To ‘Impose’ on Constitutional Assembly— 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 24 April in a page 
8 editorial finds the Inkatha Freedom Party’s, IFP, 
decision to boycott the Constitutional Assembly, CA, 
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“regrettable.” However, the decision to accept the pro- 
posal by Deputy President F.W. de Klerk of a task group 
to break the impasse over international mediation “has 
left the door open for continued efforts to find a solu- 
tion.” “Most observers agree that the reason the IFP 
seems to believe more in international mediation tha): in 
the CA—a gathering of democratically elected repre sen- 
tatives—is that it knows that it lacks the electoral 
strength to have as much of » say as the ANC in that 
body.” But SOWETAN believes it is the “desire to 
impose on the CA decisions reached via mediation that 
poses a threat to democracy.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Parties, Business Need To Increase Voter Registration 
Efforts—Extending the voter registration deadline to 5 
June “will not of itself achieve” a successful poll, 
according to Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 24 April in a page 10 editorial. It is now up to political 
parties and business to help turn the local elections “into 
something resembling success.” “The political parties 
which will be contesting the election need to step up their 
efforts to register voters and explain what their votes can 
achieve. They should be given every assistance by busi- 
ness, whose interests range from social stability to the 
efficient delivery of reconstruction and development 


programmes.” 
RAPPORT 


Failed Ideas Should be Avoided—On page 20 of Johan- 
nesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 23 April, columnist 
Izak de Villiers writes in his “Sunday” column: “When 
South Africa changed direction on 27 April 1994, the 
modern democracies of the West, particularly the First 
World component, were held out as constitutional 
models. And, indeed, our interim constitution is based 
on the Western constitutional tradition.” “But these 
Western countries have over the years also adopted ideas 
which are now blowing very strongly here, but which 
have long been discarded in their countries of origin.” 
These ideas should be guarded against, warns the colum- 
nist. “One of these is affirmative action,” and “the 
United States is now having second thoughts about it.” 
“It has become a contentious issue in a free market 
society where merit, and only merit, counts.” “Another 
such idea is that of multiculturalism. In South Africa we 
hear much about the rainbow nation of many cultures.” 
“Yet Afrikaners are increasingly feeling that their lan- 
guage and culture is being brushed from the table both 
subtly and openly, and this could become a point of 
conflict in the government of national unity if not 
checked.” “Another Western import is the idea of the 
growth of Big Government; the state must do everything. 
The idea breezed across successful countries in the West, 
and they are stil! wrestling with it. The government as 
Big Brother, with its twin brother, a massive gravy train 
bureaucracy, is hard to get rid of once it has dug in its 
roots.” “But just think of the ANC’s opposition to 
devolution of power, and the many advisers and body- 
guards, and anyone can see where it is leading us.” 
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Another undesirable Western import is “The idea of 
massive government programs. The Reconstruction and 
Development Program is a laudable upliftment program, 
but if it does not take into account the economic realities 
and the principles of a free market, then, like the 
Communist Five-Year Pians, it will take a nose-dive 
and, like the British socialist health scheme, become a 
headache which refuses to go away.” 


South African Press Review for 25 Apr 
MB2504 101495 


{FBIS Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


ANC ‘Protecting Its Own’—“Thabo Mbeki’s premature 
clearing of Allan Boesak is indefensible; Nelson Man- 
dela’s haste to hand him a high diplomatic post is 
astounding, and both have undermined the course of 
justice and taken stands that could further embarrass 
this country,” points out a page 20 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg THE STAR in English on 25 April. Lawyers 
representing the Danish donors who poured millions 
into Boesak’s foundation have described the ANC report 
as ““incorrect’, ‘preposterous’ and a ‘logical absurdity’.” 
They also point to “many unanswered questions.” It 
seems that “when it comes to protecting its own the ANC 
is following an old Nat [National Party] tradition of 
prejudging police investigations and the courts.” 


Buthelezi ‘Playing With Fire’—Referring to Inkatha 
Chief Buthelezi’s call to supporters to mobilize against 
the central government, a second editorial on the same 
page says it, too, believes in curbing the powers of the 
central government, “but as Deputy President Thabo 
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Mbeki has said, the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] will 
serve its own cause much better by using its votes in the 
Constitutional Assembly 2: bargaining chips than by 
staying out and talking up a new crisis.” Although the 
IFP says it does not want to re-ignite the political carnage 
which claimed thousands of lives before the 1994 elec- 
= Buthelezi “should know that he is playing with 
re.” 


SOWETAN 


‘Too Many Loose Ends’ in Boesak Foundation Funds 
Probe—“There remain too many loose ends regarding 
the use, or misuse, of funds donated by the Danish aid 
agency, DanChurch Aid, to Boesak’s defunct Founda- 
tion for Peace and Justice,” says a page 12 editorial in 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 25 April. The 
conduct of anyone standing for public office “must be 
beyond reproach” and therefore the government would 
be “well advised to wait” before appointing Boesak to 
any public post. 


BUSINESS DAY 


‘Unwise’ To Appoint Boesak to Public Post— 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 25 April in 
a page 18 editorial believes President Mandela would be 
“ill-advised to propose Allan Boesak for any public post 
in the country, let alone a high-profile diplomatic posting 
abroad.” Boesak has been “‘cleared’”” by a “superficial 
three-page document rejected point by point by the 
lawyers who investigated Boesak’s affairs.” The “correct 
action” is to establish the truth of the matter by “expe- 
diting the painfully slow police investigation of his 
actions. When lawyers cite ‘compelling evidence’ of 
unlawful action, a government is unwise to anticipate the 
legal outcome.” 
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Angola 
— Santos Said To Meet in Lusaka 27-29 


MB2504064895 H.srare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 0600 
GMT 25 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The long-awaited meeting 
between President Jose Eduardo dos Santos of Angola 
and UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] leader Dr. Jonas Savimbi will be held in 
the Zambian capital, Lusaka, on Thursday [27 April] this 
week. 


A high-ranking Angolan diplomat said the two war-time 
foes will meet for 3 days, and an official from Angola is 
expected in Zambia any time to inform President Fred- 
erick Chiluba about the date of the summit, believed to 
be essential for ending 20 years of civil war. 


Meanwhile, it is reported from Johannesburg that Pres- 
ident Nelson Mandela of South Africa will hold talks 
with Savimbi before the rebel leader meets President dos 
Santos. 


The reports say Savimbi might arrive in South Africa 
today for talks with President Mandela, who is said to be 
looking forward to a constructive meeting with the 
UNITA leader. Mr. Mandela said Savimbi will be in 
South Africa to brief him on the problems facing UNITA 
in implementing the Lusaka peace accords signed last 
year. 


Mozambique 


Rights League Reports Police, State Violations 


MB2404 140595 Maputo TVM Television Network in 
Portuguese 1030 GMT 23 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] sume people say human 
rights violations have taken on serious proportions in 
this country. The Human Rights League has accused the 
Mozambican state of being responsible for violations 
caused by its repressive machinery. 


Human Rights League Chairwoman Alice Mabote said 
state bodies violate human rights in a variety of ways. 
She said the Republic of Mozambique Police [PRM] is 
one of the principal culprits in that it beats up and 
detains people, confiscates property, and demands 
things under cover of the state’s authorities. The league 
notes that such behavior certainly violates basic human 
rights, adding that it is not up to a policeman to pass 
judgment. His duties are to investigate and make sure 
that the suspect's physical safety is assured. However, 
the league says, one sees exactly the opposite. 


[Begin Mabote recording] I can give you one example. It 
took place at the PRM’s second station in Maputo. I 
even called the commander to show him: Policemen 
were actually beating up children behind the station. 
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They had detained the children in an operation. The 
police keep arresting minors. I do not know how many 
times I have made noises about that already, but it still 
happens: Minors cannot go into the same cells as adult 
criminals. This is a human rights violation by govern- 
ment and state authorities who make sure police are not 
punished for it. Do not ask me why this happens. That is 
for them to say. [passage omitted] [end recording] 


Namibia 


Gurirab: Spying on UNITA Not To Affect Policy 


MB2204171695 Windhoek THE WINDHOEK 
ADVERTISER in English 19 Apr 95 p 1 


(Report by John Grobler] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Fore‘gn Affairs Minister Theo- 
Ben Gurirab has dismissed the possibility that intelli- 
gence-gathering activities by the National Security 
Intelligence Agency [NSIA] on Angolan rebel movement 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
—_ may compromise Namibia’s peace-making 
efforts. 


The fact that a neighbouring country was gathering 
intelligence on UNITA’s activities in Cuando Cubango 
would not come as a surprise to the Angolan rebels, Mr 
Gurirab said in an interview with the WINDHOEK 
ADVERTISER, especially given the extra ordinary 
Angolan situation. 


The possibility of a schism between official foreign 
policy—as espoused by Minister Gurirab—and “unoffi- 
cial” foreign policy as practised by the Office of the 
President arose after disclosures that the NSIA had 
allegedly used a Katima Mulilo medical doctor, Dr Dries 
Gouws, to gather information on UNITA in southern 
Angola. 


Allegedly recruited by the Deputy Director of the NSIA, 
Mr George Leo Itna, around the advent of Namibian 
independence, Dr Dries Gouws, operating under the 
codename “Agent Eagle’’, was claimed to have been 
supplying information on UNITA'’s movements and 
positions in Cuando Cubango to the NSIA. According to 
confidential documents in the possession of the WIND- 
HOEK ADVERTISER, Dr Gouws did his intelligence 
gathering—or spying—on UNITA while trading medical 
supplies for ivory supplied by the embattled revolu- 
aay movemen’ desperate for basic drugs and food- 
stulls. 


Dr Gouws, according to reliable information, also per- 
formed similar duties in Zambia's Lozi Kingdom, where 
rumours of secession by the Litunga Kingdom— 
supposedly angered by a lack of development in their 
area by the Zambian government—have apparently 
raised serious concern in the highest circles of the 
Namibian and Zambian governments. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-95-079 
25 April 1995 


Dr Gouws, also known as the Flying Doctor of Katima 
Mulilo, was arrested with his NSIA handler Mr Itha at 
that bord. town late in November 1993 by the crack 
Diamond and Gold branch detective, the late Inspector 
Hennie Brink. 


Acting on a tip-off by an informer, Inspector Brink and 
his squad had monitored ana set up Dr Gouws and Mr 
Itha over a period of six months, building up a substan- 
tial case agairst them. According to the charge sheet, 
over the penod May 1993 to October 1993, the 34- 
year-old Dr Gouws and 42-year-old Mr Itha had alleg- 
edly supplied a covert Police team with 42 elephant tusks 
in six different deals, with a total value of inore than 
N$600,000 [Namibian dollars]. Whether “Agent Eagle” 
(Dr Gouws) and Mr Itha’s ivory smuggling operation was 
in fact approved as a legal NSIA operation—justified on 
the basis that this was the only way to obtain intelligence 
on the reclusive UNITA leadership—remains unclear. 


Efforts to obtain official comment from the Special 
Advisor on National Security in the Office of the Presi- 
dent, Mr Peter Tshirumbu Tshihaama, has so far proved 
fruitless. But the office of the Prosecutor-General has 
indicated that even national security objectives would 
not exonerate either Dr Gouws or Mr Itha from the six 
ivory smuggling charges they are facing. 


Should it be proven in court that the ivory smuggling 
took place under direct orders from the NSIA, one legal 
source said, whoever issued that order would have to 
answer to charges of dealing in protected game products 
in the High Court. However, he said it seemed unlikely 
that Mr Itha had been acting under direct order of the 
NSIA. 


Whatever the ramifications of the case, due in the high 
court later this year, Mr Gurirab last week said it would 
not change anything in official relations with Angola—or 
UNITA, for that matter. They are old hands at this kind 
of game... (intelligence gathering by the NSIA). It would 
not surprise them, merely elucidate UNITA,“ Mr Gur- 
irab said. After all, they maintain an extensive net- 
work...here in Namibia.” 


Right-Wing Activities Reported in German 
Community 


MB1804195795 Windhoek DIE REPUBLIKEIN in 
Afrikaans 12 Apr 95 pp I, 2 


{FBIS Translated Text} Conflicting reports about devel- 
opments in recent bilateral talks in Bonn have placed the 
motives and a continuing campaign against a so-called 
far-right and neo-Nazi element of the German commu- 
nity in Namibia under a cloud of suspicion. 


In an 11 April statement, the German Embassy in 
Windhoek highlighted far-right activities by members of 
the German community in Namibia as the main ‘opic of 
discussion at a meeting last week in Bonn. According to 
the embassy statement, the talks included the minister of 
basic education and culture, John Mutorwa, and the 
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German permanent secretary of foreign affairs, Peter 
Hartmann. A DIE REPUBLIKEIN investigation into 
details of the nature of the far- right threat resulted in 
controversy over the Bonn talks and exposed a possible 
secret agenda by the German Embassy in Windhoek. 
Although the German Embassy emphasized the far-right 
issue as the main topic on the agenda, the Namibian 
delegation last night strongly denied that the issue was 
discussed during the talks. 


The German ambassador in Windhoek, Dr. Hanns Schu- 
macher, who was also previously involved in controver- 
sial affairs concerning an alleged far-right German 
element in Namibia, in an exclusive interview on the 
serious allegations against a small but influential pari of 
the Namibian population insisted that Mutorwa and 
Kapewasha, as well as the Namibian ambassador in 
Bonn, Nora Schimming-Chase, were present at the talks. 
Mutorwa, who led ‘ine Namibian delegation to Germany, 
on |! April strongly denied that right-wing activiiy by 
members of the German-speaking community in 
Namibia appeared on the agenda at talks in Bonn and 
Bremen, or that it had ever been discussed. The deputy 
minister of youth and sport, Martin Kapewasha, also 
denied that he was part of a Namibian delegation that 
reviewed the far-right threat during his visit to Germany. 


“We did not discuss issues concerning the right-wing 
element among the German community in Namibia. It 
was not on any agenda and we did not even have a 
mandate to discuss such issues in Germany. If it is put 
forward that way in the statement by the German 
Embassy, then it is incorrect and a complete misinter- 
pretation of our visit to Dr. Hartmann. It was nothing 
more that a goodwill visit,”’ said a surprised Mutorwa to 
DIE REPUBLIKEIN last night. According to Dr. Schu- 
macher, the talks with the Federal Office of Foreign 
Affairs were the political bridging of the first joint 
cultural commission of the two countries that took place 
from 11-13 April in the German city of Bremen. 


“To us it was a matter of protocol for the two ministers 
to be properly received by a senior German official, the 
permanent secretary in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
He does not deal with finer issues of cultural projects but 
did express interest in discussing the development of 
political ties between Germany and Namibia, and in that 
context we discussed activities of some members of the 
German community (in Namibia) and the permanent 
secretary did express his concern,” Dr. Schumacher 
explained yesterday. According to him the issue of 
German right-wing sympathizers in Namibia is one of 
“lesser importance” but still has to be dealt with and 
requires serious attention. Dr. Schumacher said, how- 
ever, that the German Government “‘is satisfied with the 
way in which its embassy in Windhoek is dealing with 
the matter.” The right-wing threat, although according to 
the ambassador it does not pose any danger to the 
Namibian Government or the German Government's 
image, arises from incidents since independence, 
including the publication of advertisements about Adolf 
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Hess, right-wing action after the screening of the movie 
“Schindler's List,” and the controversy surrounding the 
Anne Frank exhibition. 


He confirmed that the Namibian [as published] Embassy 
is aware of the identity of certain right-wing groups and 
individuals in Namibia, but that it is not possible to 
determine if these people are German citizens with 
residence permits or German-speaking Namibians. “The 
identity issue is not important to me and my government 
because we cannot take any legal steps for as long as no 
action is taken against these people in terms of own 
(Namibian) laws.” Dr. Schumacher recognizes Namibi- 
ans’ right to freedom of speech concerning the Anne 
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Frank diary and comment on “Schindler’s List,” but 
added that in any free democracy there are limitations 
imposed on freedom of speech. “This is the position in 
Germany and several other countries, where someone 
cannot cross the red danger line if your views could hurt 
the feelings of others, and in cases like these where Jews 
and others were prosecuted by Nazis. It is only possible 
in the United States,” he explained. 


He called on the “quiet masses” of German citizens in 
Namibia and German-speaking Namibians to thwart the 
activities of far-right groups by openly rejecting their 
ideas. 
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Cote d’Ivoire 


Liberian Rebels Reportedly Shell Border Village 
AB2104112395 Abidjan LE JOUR in French 21 Apr 95 
p2 


[FBIS Translated Text] With a delay that is incompre- 
hensible at first sight, the IVORIAN PRESS AGENCY 
informed us in a release dated yesterday that opponents 
of Charles Taylor bombarded the village of Prolo 
(Tabou) on 6 April. 


No casualties were reported, but there was considerable 
damage to property. According to accounts, fighters 
from the Liberian Peace Council, who could hardly 
contain their joy after routing their rivals of the National 
Patriotic Front along the banks of River Cavaly, on the 
Ivorian border, did not find anything better to do than to 
fire artillery shells into Ivorian territory. Alerted by the 
shouts of panic, detachments from the Ivorian Armed 
Forces based in Soublake and Pata-Idie reportedly inter- 
vened to steer panic-stricken people from the sur- 
rounding hamlets towards the village of Prolo. No 
government officials have visited the inhabitants since 
the incident was reported. 


The silence maintained over these incidents, which 
occurred close to two weeks ago, is rather worrying. 
There is reason to seriously fear that the factions 
opposed to Charles Taylor, if they are convinced that 
Cote d'Ivoire is protecting the latter, may exercise a 
“right to pursue” which could spread the war to our 
country. 


Niger 


Tuareg, Government Peace Accord Signed 


AB2404152695 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network in 
French 1200 GMT 24 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] It was 1115 this morning 
when Mai Maigana, the high commissioner for the 
restoration of peace and the representative of the Orga- 
nization of the Armed Resistance [ORA], signed the 
document on the peace treaty. This document conse- 
crates the definitive return of peace in our country. 


The signing ceremony took place in the presence of 
President Blaise Compaore of Burkina Faso, who was 
specially invited; Niger President Mahamane Ousmane; 
and officials of all state and government institutions. Mr. 
Mai Maigana, who spoke first, reviewed the history of 
the conflict. He explained the very long negotiation 
process that led to the signing of the current peace 
accord. Before listening to Mr. Maigana, we will first 
listen to the ORA representative, Mr. Rissa ag Boula, 
who stressed the urgent need to implement the current 
agreement. He said that the implementation should not 
suffer any delay in view of the political situation pre- 
vailing in the country. 
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[Begin ag Boula recording] Here we are today, witnessing 
the end of the conflict after reaching an accord that was 
difficult to achieve. For our part, we of the ORA attach 
special importance to the signing of this accord, and 
especially to its implementation, in line with the prom- 
ises made by each side. This accord is a second chance 
for the Niger people, and that should be clearly under- 
stood. This accord should have a certain sacred touch to 
it, and should be placed above the melee. It should, 
therefore, be safe from all political manipulations. No 
one should ever, for partisan reasons, compromise or 
delay its implementation in any manner whatsoever. 
That is why, in view of Niger’s current political situation 
we, hereby, call on His Excellency the President of the 
Republic and His Excellency the Prime Minister, and all 
persons involved in Niger’s political life, to prevent any 
action that could jeopardize or delay the implementation 
of the current accord. This is very important because 
every Nigerois, and every observer should understand 
the true value of the ultimate concessions each side made 
to reach this accord. [end recording] [passage omitted] 


Conflict Surfaces Among Tuaregs 


LD2404165595 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 24 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In a broadcast communique, the 
people in Tchin-Tabaraden in northern Niger have con- 
gratulated the Niamey government and the rebel leaders 
on being ready to sign an official peace agreement. 
Tchin-Tabaraden is the town where it all started on 7 
May 1990 with an attack on the subprefecture by Tuareg 
who had been sent back to their country from Algeria 
and Libya, which led to a fierce reaction from the 
army—combing operations plus summary executions 
and acts of torture, even leading to death. 


Four years later, then, the official agreement has just 
been signed in Niamey after three rounds of negotia- 
tions. Jean-Jacques Louarne is there: 


{[Louarne] The peace agreement was signed by Rissa ag 
Boula for the Organization of the Armed Resistance, the 
ORA, and by Mai Maigana, the Niger Government’s 
high commissioner for the restoration of peace, as well as 
by the three mediating countries, Algeria, Burkina Faso, 
and France. Thus, from tonight at midnight, the final 
cease-fire comes into effect. Remember that the agree- 
ment was made possible thanks to three rounds of 
negotiations in Ouagadougou. 


The lat round took place from 27 March to 15 April. 
During that fortnight, the Coordination of the Armed 
Resistance became the Organization of the Armed Resis- 
tance—the ORA—no longer led by Mano Dayak, as was 
the case until recently, but by Rissa ag Boula, who heads 
the Air and Azaouak Liberation Front [FLAA] and who 
represents a strand that is, let us say, somewhat more 
hardline. The differences between the two men have 
become more pronounced with each passing week. 
Everyone is now of the opinion that in the coming weeks 
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the two leaders will have to sit down at the same table in 
order to patch things up. A successful outcome to the 
peace process may depend on it. 


This is Jean-Jacques Louarne in Niamey for RFI. 
ent Reported Between President, 
Official 


AB2104225295 Paris AFP in French 1504 GMT 21 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Niamey, 21 Apr (AFP)—Niger 
Prime Minister Amadou Hama today accused President 
Mahamane Ousmane of “‘blocking the country’s institu- 
tions.” This came after the cabinet meeting was once 
again called off yesterday due to disagreement between 
the two on the meeting’s agenda. 


Prime Minister Hama, who was appointed on 21 Feb- 
ruary following a victory of the opposition against the 
head of state in the January early parliamentary elec- 
tions, said at a news conference that “coalition does not 
mean joint responsibility.” 


At the beginning of the month, President Ousmane 
refused to chair a cabinet meeting, accusing the govern- 
ment of trying to turn the cabinet into a “mere record- 
keeping office.” Today, President Ousmane declared: 
“The head of state is the only one who has the constitu- 
tional right to convene a cabinet meeting, to draw up the 
agenda, and to close cabinet sessions.” In reply the prime 
minister said, “clearly, the aim is to block government 
action.” He warned: “If this is how cabinet meetings 
should be held, they will not be held at all.” 


This new rift within the Niger coalition has come at a 
time when for two days now, the 40 parliamentarians of 
the presidential group out of a total of 83 have been 
boycotting parliamentary sessions. They accuse the 
prime minister of not replying to a query issued two 
weeks ago concerning a military helicopter that flew over 
the Presidential Palace. 


Opposition on Decision To Boycott Assembly 


AB2104224295 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1215 
GMT 21 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] A new political row has broken 
out in Niger. The deputies of the Alliance of Forces of 
Change [AFC], the former presidential majority group, 
has decided to suspend its participation in the delibera- 
tions of the National Assembly. This decision was made 
following the absence of President Mahamane Ousmane 
from the cabinet meeting for the third consecutive time. 
Let us listen to the reasons for the deputies’ action as it 
is related by Jackou Senoussi, president of the Interpar- 
liamentary Committee of the AFC. He was interviewed 
by Patrick Liban. 


[Begin Senoussi recording] Among other reasons, there is: 


1. The repeated violation of the Constitution and the 
laws and regulations of the Republic through a volun- 
tarily erroneous interpretation of the semipresidential 
system and cohabitation which is being mistaken for 
change. 
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2. We have denounced the daily and grotesque encroach- 
ment on the prerogatives of the president of the Republic 
by the prime minister through his behavior and his daily 
activities. 

3. The policy of exclusion currently adopted by Amadou 
Hama’s government in making appointments as well as 
projects for making future appointments of which we are 
not aware. 


There are other reasons as well. We said that we have 
decided to suspend our participation in the deliberations 
of the National Assembly until the prime minister 
responds to our appeal to render account to the repre- 
sentatives of the nation as we are just like the others of 
the majority who know that they are accountable. We 
also want to see the prime minister and his government 
take concrete steps to abide by the regulations governing 
the normal functioning of a government of cohabitation, 
and not of democratic change. [end recording] 


Associations Seek Islamic Education in Schools 
AB1604171195 Paris AFP in French 1255 GMT 15 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Niamey, 15 Apr (AFP)—A group 
of seven Islamic associations in Niger have demanded 
the introduction “as soon as possible” of Islamic educa- 
tion in all schools in the country in keeping with the 
promises made by Prime Minister Amadou Hama in 
March. 


In a communique issued following a meeting held at the 
Niamey Grand Mosque, at which almost 1,000 people 
were present, the group also ‘“warned”’ the government 
against all attempts to “deny” the groups’ existence 
under the pretext that they have “fundamentalist” ten- 
dencies. 


The seven associations also dismissed the conclusions of 
a meeting on family planning held recently in Niamey 
with the participation of the Islamic Association of 
Niger—least radical Islamic association in the country— 
stressing that the stand of this association does not 
reflect that of the entire Muslim community of the 
country. The conclusions of the meeting stressed the 
need for Niger to limit births because of the exploding 
population growth rate of 3.4 percent, making Niger 
women to be “perpetually pregnant.” In fact, every Niger 
woman brings forth an average of 7.4 children during her 
period of fecundity. 


““We have never read anywhere in the Koran that births 
should be limited,” the Islamic associations asserted in 
their communique yesterday. 


Since 1992, it has been noticed that Islamic fundamen- 
talism has been on the rise in Niger—a Sahel country 
where more than 90 percent of the 8 million inhabitants 
belong to the Muslim religion. Punitive operations were 
therefore organized several times against bars, prosti- 
tutes, or simply against young women who dress “like 
Westerners.” 
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In April 1994, clashes between the members of a funda- 
mentalist sect and gendarmes who tried to detain the 
fundamentalists for questioning left 10 dead in Bani- 
bangou (180 km to the north of Niamey). 


In the political arena, the Islamic associations have so far 
succeeded in preventing the promulgation of a new 
family code questioning the repudiation of wives and 
establishing the rights of illegitimate children. 


During a meeting on 22 March, Prime Minister Amadou 
Hama called on the Islamic associations to “propagate 
the religion without violence or extremism and with 
tolerance.” 


Nigeria 


Government Releases Opposition Leader’s Doctor 
AB2404 141895 Paris AFP in English 1402 GMT 24 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, April 24 (AFP)}—The 
personal physician of opposition leader Moshood Abi- 
ola, arrested in Abuja last Thursday [20 April], has been 
released and he has returned to his home in Lagos, one of 
his close associates told AFP Monday. 


Dr. Ore Falomo was arrested as soon as he arrived in the 
Nigerian capital where he went to examine the ailing 
Abiola in his detention room in the city, said the source 
who claimed to have seen the doctor here Sunday, the 
same day he returned. 


When he was arrested he was taken to Kaduna, about 
300 kilometres (180 miles) north of the Nigerian capital, 
brought back to Abuja and later released to go home, 
said the source, who requested anonymity. 


During his arrest, Falomo, who has been Abiola’s doctor 
for more than 20 years, was interrogated on why he 
decided to disclose to the public the state of his patient’s 
health. 


During an interview he granted AFP here April 6, a day 
after he returned from Abuja where he met Chief Abiola, 
Falomo painted a grave picture of his patient’s health, 
explaining that the long period of his incarceration has 
created back and sight problems for the millionaire 
politician. 


The doctor granted similar interviews to other local and 
international media. The local press made big headlines 
with the interviews. 


The arrest of Dr. Falomo has been condemned by the 
Nigerian Medical Association and the Campaign for 
Democracy (CD), the umbrella association for about 40 
human right g: oups in Nigeria. 


Abiola has been in detention since last June 23, shortly 
after he declared himself president of the country on the 
basis of a June 1993 presidential election which he 
claimed to have won but was later annulled by the 


military. 
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Although many local and international personalities and 
organisations have called for his release the government 
of General Sani Abacha, which has so far refused to yield 
to their pleadings, has continued to hold the charge of 
treason against him. 


At the beginning of this month, the Anglican Archbishop 
of South Africa Desmond Tutu, acting on behalf of 
President Nelson Mandela, met and pleaded in Abuja 
with General Abacha to release Chief Abiola. 


Army Chief on Alleged Weapons Sales to 
Underworld 


AB2404183695 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 1700 
GMT 24 Apr 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The general officer com- 
manding the 3d Armored Division of the Nigerian 
Army, Major General Lawrence Onoja, has decried the 
alleged sale of some military weapons to men of the 
underworld by some soldiers. 


Maj. Gen. Onoja, who was speaking in Bauchi during a 
tour of military formations, said it was disheartening to 
note that those mandated to maintain national security 
could constitute a threat to lives and property. He said 
such activities had brought the Armed Forces into dis- 
repute. 


Army Denies Sierra Leonean Rebel Claims 


AB2504085095 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 0600 GMT 25 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Nigerian Army has refuted 
claims by the Sierra Leonean rebels that it is holding 19 
Nigerian soldiers hostage. The director of Army Public 
Relations, Lieutenant Colonel Cross Ekpemuaka, told 
newsmen in Lagos yesterday that the claim was mere 
propaganda by the rebels. He said that the Nigerian 
contingent in Sierra Leone had confirmed that none of 
its men was being held by the rebels. Lt. Col. Ekpemuaka 
challenged the rebels to parade the soldiers they claimed 
to be holding. 


Commander Reiterates Military Combat 
Readiness 


AB2204171295 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 0600 GMT 22 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Federal Government has 
reaffirmed that it would resist any attempt to concede 
any part of the country’s territory to its neighbor. The 
general officer commanding [GOC] 3d Armored Divi- 
sion of the Nigerian Army, Major General Lawrence 
Onoja, stated this in Maiduguri during a courtesy call on 
the Borno State administrator, Group Captain Ibrahim 
Dada. He said that officers and men of the Armed Forces 
were combat-ready to resist any external aggression. 
Gen. Onoja expressed appreciation of the assistance 
given by the state government to military formations in 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


28 WEST AFRICA 


the state and promised that the existing cordial relations 
between the government and members of the division 
would be maintained. 


Responding, the administrator urged the GOC to assist 
in combating the influx of illegal immigrants into the 
state. Group Capt. Dada stated that the illegal immi- 
grants had adversely contributed to the increasing wave 
of crime in the state. 


Deputy Chairman on Future Return to Civil Rule 


AB1604172595 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 1215 
GMT 16 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Confusion continues to prevail 
in Nigeria. Today political officials will make more 
well-intentioned statements on ways to defuse the 
present political tension and tomorrow will contradict 
what was believed to be a happy ending or a compromise 
solution. The return of the military to the barracks falls 
in line with this confused situation. Those who had 
retained the date of 1 January 1996 for the handing over 
of power by the military regime to the civilians should 
now be less optimistic, because Alhaji Mamman Nasir, 
deputy chairman of the Constitutional Conference, has 
proposed the year 2000 for the return of the military to 
the barracks. Correspondent Tunde Fatunde has the 
details from Lagos: 


[Begin Fatunde recording] In an interview granted to the 
independent daily SUNDAY VANGUARD, Alhaji 
Nasir reacted strongly against the | January 1996 dead- 
line given by the delegates to the conference for the 
return of the military junta to the barracks. Instead, he 
proposed | January 2000 as the deadline for the end of 
General Sani Abacha’s regime. He explained that he 
made this new proposal because time must be given to 
the military to solve the socioeconomic crisis that 
Nigeria is now going through. A sudden and poorly 
coordinated withdrawal of the military from the Nige- 
rian political stage might lead to anarchy on a scale 
similar to Rwanda and Somalia, he warned. 


Still in the interview, the deputy conference chairman 
made known that the decision to include the rotational 
presidency system in the future Nigerian Constitution is 
not definitive. He stressed that the issue will be discussed 
when the conference resumes its deliberations on 24 
April. Informed observers as well as dipiomats accred- 
ited to Nigeria believe that Alhaji Nasir’s different 
stands on the issue reflect the concern of the northern 
elite—known for its autocratic tendency—and of the 
Army’s conservative wing. Actually, they fear the pos- 
sible validation of the results of the 12 June 1993 
presidential election—believed to have been won by 
Chief Moshood Abiola—in case the Army does return to 
the barracks next year. [end recording] 


Church Reports Irish Missionary Killed in South 
AB2304 123395 Paris AFP in English 1645 GMT 22 Apr 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, April 22 (AFP)}—A 
Roman Catholic missionary from Ireland was killed in 
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southern Nigeria by unidentified armed attackers, dip- 
lomatic and church sources said here Saturday [22 
April]. 


Sister Eileen Connell, 49, was killed earlier this month at 
her mission in Agbarho, near Warri in Delta state. 


The independent daily, AM News, which ran the story 
Saturday, said the circumstances of her death were 
“particularly horrible.” 


The newspaper reported that acid was poured over her 
before her attackers killed her. However there was no 
independent confirmation of this. 


The daily added that Sister Connell had lived in Nigeria 
since 1986. 


Minister Notes Budget Credit for 1st Quarter 


AB2304 140795 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 0900 
GMT 22 Apr 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Nigeria had a budget credit of 
about 8.4 billion naira at the end of last month. This is 
against a budget deficit of 20 billion naira in the corre- 
sponding period last year. The minister of finance, Chief 
Anthony Ani, announced this in Lagos today while 
reviewing the performance of this year’s budget for the 
first quarter of the year. 


Chief Ani said that the credit was in addition to the 
Federal Government’s share of over 11.64 billion naira 
profit which had already been transferred to a special 
reserve. He said a draft income amendment decree has 
been submitted to the Federal Ministry of Justice. 


The minister also announced that a decree giving legal 
backing to the new tariff structure has been promulgated. 
Guidelines for imports into the country have also been 
issued. Chief Ani expressed the hope that importers 
would benefit from the guidelines, which simplify the 
payment of customs duties. 


Senegal 


Rebel Leader Begins Hunger Strike Over Arrests 
AB2404155795 Paris AFP in French 1225 GMT 24 Apr 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Dakar, 24 Apr (AFP)—Father 
Augustin Diamacoune Senghor, secretary general of 
Casamance Democratic Forces Movement [MFDC], has 
been on a hunger strike since yesterday to protest the 
arrest of four MFDC leaders, authoritative sources said 
in Dakar today. According to the same sources, the 
67-year-old Father Diamacoune Senghor, was notified 
he cannot receive visitors. 


Since his return from exile in March 1993, he has lived 
in the diocese of Ziguinchor, Casamance’s chief town. 
The ban and the 22 April arrest of four MFDC leaders 
came after the publication of a communique, signed by 
the prelate, accusing Senegal and France of “‘hiding” the 
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four tourists, who were reported missing in Casamance 
since 6 April, and “transferring them to a safe place.” 


Ziguinchor’s governor, representing the central govern- 
ment in Casamance, immediately denied the statements 
made by the Catholic priest, who has on several occa- 
sions been arrested and sentenced for “seditious activi- 
ties.” 


Today, crack troops of the Senegalese Army continued 
their “mopping up” exercise in Casamance, an exercise 
they began five days ago, in the hope of finding the 
French nationals who have not been seen or heard from 
in 18 days. This military operation, which was initially 
planned to end on 22 April, will continue until 25 April, 
authoritative sources said in Dakar. The operation has 
been hampered by countless “clashes” with separatists 
and the density of the forest which usually forces the 
soldiers to move on foot. 


Father Diamacoune Senghor, an advocate of Casa- 
mance’s “total and immediate” independence, is signa- 
tory to the 8 July 1993 cease-fire agreement between the 
Senegalese Government and the MFDC. The four 
arrested leaders belong to the MFDC’s radical wing. 
They were chosen to serve as “contacts” with the prelate 
when the latter was trying to make contacts with the 
movement's “dissidents.” 


Investigators are inclined to favor the hypothesis of an 
abduction of the four French nationals by MFDC “‘dis- 
sidents,” who took up arms in January to show their 
Opposition to the agreement. 


Sierra Leone 


RUF Rejects Talks; More Attacks Reported 


AB2204195395 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 22 Apr 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Any hopes in Sierra Leone that 
might have risen when the RUF [Revolutionary United 
Front] rebels released 16 people they were holding earlier 
this week have rapidly been dashed. After the releases, 
Captain Strasser’s government called for the rebels to 
show willingness to talk, and the Commonwealth urged 
the two sides to get round the table. But already, there 
have been fresh rebel attacks near Waterloo, some 20 
miles from the capital, and in the south of the country. 
And now rebel leader Foday Sankoh himself is report- 
edly giving the thumbs down to talks. From Freetown, 
Victor Sylver telexed this report: 


The rebel leader is reported to have spurned all sugges- 
tions for peace talks leading to democratic elections in 
Sierra Leone. According to top officials here whom 
Foday Sankoh spoke to, he said: It is a battle to the 
finish, and after I have won you will know that only I, 
Foday Sankoh, can bring democracy to Sierra Leone. 
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Meanwhile, the 32-km area outside the capital can now 
be described as a combat zone. All areas away from the 
main road are now virtually no-go areas for civilians. 
Sierra Leone Government troops, backed by significant 
number of Guinean and Nigerian soldiers, are now 
holding strategic positions in the affected areas, and 
more checkpoints have been erected between Waterloo 
and Freetown. Many residents of Waterloo have fled 
following the fighting and have moved into areas closer 
to the capital. Casualty figures are hard to come by, but 
one government officer said that the rebels must have 
suffered heavy casualties. Up to late this afternoon, 
government troops were still carrying out combat oper- 
ations. 


And it seems there has been no let up in rebel activity in 
the south of the country either. There has been a nasty 
ambush on a commercial vehicle between Bo and Puje- 
hun. Our Bo reporter, Alhasan Sylla, sent this report: 


[Begin Sylla recording] It emerged here late last night 
that nine civilians, mostly women traders, were killed on 
Thursday (20 April] evening, when rebels of the Revo- 
lutionary United Front ambushed a commercial vehicle 
along the Koribundu-Pujehun highway. Survivors of the 
ambush now in Bo explained that rebels, dressed in 
military combat fatigue, suddenly materialized on the 
road and opened fire on the vehicle and its passengers. 
All nine were said to have died on the spot, while a 
number of other passengers, including the driver, fled 
into the bush. A military team that arrived in the area 
shortly afterward found the vehicle, which had been set 
ablaze by the rebels, on fire, while the rebels themselves 
had fled after looting goods and other property from the 
vehicle. The military have now organized search parties, 
combing the area for both the rebels and some of the 
missing passengers. It is the first serious incident 
involving rebels on a passenger vehicle since commercial 
vehicles restarted plying the road leading to areas of 
Pujehun District in the last month. [end recording} 


Rebel Sankoh Talks to INEC Chairman 


AB2404 125395 London BBC World Service in English 
0615 GMT 24 Apr 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program; hosted by Ofeibea 
Quist-Arcton]} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] [Quist-Arcton] Now that the 
foreign hostages, including six Britons, have been 
released in Sierra Leone, the rebel Revolutionary United 
Front [RUF] seems to be taking steps towards dialogue. 
The RUF has been in radio contact with the head of 
Sierra Leone’s Interim National Electoral Commission 
[INEC], James Jonah. The RUF leader, Corporal Foday 
Sankoh, made a request the speak to Mr. Jonah specifi- 
cally through the British High Commission in Freetown. 
Now, the RUF also requested that our correspondent 
there, Lansanna Fofana, be present, so he listened to the 
radio conversation and duly sent us this report: 
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[Begin Fofana recording] In a clearly belligerent mood, 
Cpl. Foday Sankoh told Dr. Jonah that the Revolu- 
tionary United Front was totally opposed to planned 
presidential and parliamentary elections, which are due 
to take place later this year. We will disrupt the electoral 
process if you put in motion one, and I, therefore, warn 
you to pack your bags and leave this country, Foday 
Sankoh threatened the INEC boss. 


This uncompromising stance comes as a big blow to 
Sierra Leoneans, who would expect that after a series of 
peace moves both from within and outside the country, 
the RUF will accept the olive branch and enter the 
democratic process. But, Foday Sankoh said his move- 
ment wasn’t interested in any form of peace talks with 
the NPRC [National Provisional Ruling Council] and 
that the RUF will continue the armed struggle until, as 
he put it, total liberation was achieved. [end recording] 


[Quist-Arcton] So, what is Cpl. Foday Sankoh really 
saying? What does it all mean? On the line now from 
Freetown, I have James Jonah, head of Sierra Leone’s 
electoral commission. Mr. Jonah, good morning. Thank 
‘ you for being with us on Network. Mr. Jonah, what 
reason did Foday Sankoh give you for not wanting to 
take part in the elections? It seems extraordinary that he 
should call you just to say that. 


[Jonah] Well, Ofeibea, thank you. I was myself initially 
reluctant to gu to the meeting, because I knew once he 
asked for a correspondent it might be a propaganda 
exercise. But, the diplomatist in me—I am long experi- 
enced in that field—asked me to go there and just 
perhaps there might be an opening, but it was not. I think 
your report was very accurate. I believe one of his major 
goals was to intimidate me, and here, I regretted it, 
because he should have taken some time to enquire from 
those who know me, and that the one thing that no one 
does is to try to intimidate James Jonah. Secondly, I was 
not surprised that he opposed the election, because a 
man who has been guilty of so much sorrow and grief 
and agony to the people of Sierra Leone cannot expect to 
win an election; therefore, he was opposed to it. The next 
thing which I really couldn’t understand is this threat. 
Why in the world should he try threaten me? I had no 
quarrel with Foday Sankoh, I never met him, I came to 
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my country to help after a long period’s international 
(?stint), and it just shows the crudity of the whole thing. 


[Quist-Arcton] Well, Mr. Jonah, do think then you are 
being used in this, as you put it, propaganda ploy for Cpl. 
Foday Sankoh to say he is not going to negotiate with the 
government? 


[Jonah] I think that is part of it, but I think he was also 
determined to threaten me; because why do I say that? 
Before I left New York a year ago to come, I began to get 
some of these kinds of appeal that I should not come to 
Sierra Leone. Upon my arrival, I even received delega- 
tions at my hotel appealing to me to go back. Then, 
throughout, I have been getting anonymous letters, tele- 
phone calls: Please go back, don’t stay. And, I just could 
not understand this (?concerted) action, but for the 
leader of the RUF (7himself) to threaten me, was to me 
a big surprise, and it doesn’t make any sense to me 
whatsoever. 


[Quist-Arcton] Well, this comes after the breakthrough 
of the release of the hostages, but, in fact, let’s come back 
to the reason you went back to Sierra Leone. It was to 
head this electoral commission, but is it even realistic to 
talk about elections in Sierra Leone at the moment, 
whether Foday Sankoh is threatening to take part or not? 


[Jonah] Well, definitely. You see, Ofeibea, at least, 
you’ve known me for a long time, and you know that at 
the UN I was responsible for the last four years for 
elections globally. One of my jobs.... [pauses] We had 
more violence in Cambodia, much more. In South 
Africa, just for example, you know, I was at the Carlton 
Hotel a week before the election—in fact, two days 
before the election—when they blew up large parts of 
Johannesburg. So, it is not unusual; in Angola, it hap- 
pened. If Foday Sankoh is genuine to bring relief to the 
people of Sierra Leone, he would accept it, but (?we are 
saying at) the commission that to ensure free and fair 
election, he would have to gauge the tempo of violence at 
the time of the poll itself, which is about nine or ten 
months from now. 


{Quist-Arcton] James Jonah, | will have to stop you 
there. Thank you very much for talking to us live on 
Network Africa this morning. 
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